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	Togo 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Following the Presidential elections on 24 April, there was a period of political unrest, particularly in Lome, including attacks on Westerners. The internal situation remains uncertain but there has been a sustained period of relative calm. British visitors and members of the British community in Togo should keep a close eye on developments, avoid crowds and keep a low profile in case the situation deteriorates. We strongly advise extra caution if moving around after dark. Entry and exit points at borders are being opened and closed without warning. (See Political Situation and Local Travel section for further information).
· There is no formal British representation in Togo.
· Crime is common in some areas of Lome. Car-jackings have also been reported.
· The threat from terrorism is low, but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages for further advice and information.

 

Crime
 
The sea front area in Lome, particularly around the Hotel Sarakawa is dangerous and you should avoid this area as far as possible. Walking is not advisable in this area. Pick-pocketing and theft are common, especially along the beach and in the market areas of Lome. Some taxis are poorly maintained, and you should take particular care when seeking to use one. Attacks on pedestrians happen in broad daylight as well as at night. You should enter and exit public places such as restaurants in groups rather than individually.

 

Political Situation
 
The internal situation particularly in Lome remains uncertain following the disputed Presidential elections on 24 April. Although a Government of National Unity has now been formed, the main opposition party has refused to be part of it – though has more recently engaged in talks with the Government. There has been a sustained period of relative calm in Togo with no political protests.

 

Local Travel
 
Violent clashes between government and opposition supporters erupted following the declaration of the election result on 26 April. There were a number of fatalities. There has been a sustained period of relative calm, but further demonstrations could occur without warning. Expatriates were targeted in previous incidents.

 

British visitors and members of the British community in Togo should keep a close eye on developments, avoid crowds and keep a low profile in case the situation deteriorates. Extreme caution should be exercised if you need to go out after dark. You should not venture out alone in the dark if possible. You may come across official and unofficial roadblocks even in the city centre. Visitors should seek local advice from other expatriates on the ground. Exit and entry points at the borders can be opened and closed at short notice.

 

If you decide to travel to Togo, be prepared for checks of passport/identity papers and possible vehicle checks by the local Police and Military. There have been reports of people being killed when attempting to resist car-jackings. It is generally better not to resist armed attack.

 

If it is necessary to travel by car at night you should do so in a convoy of at least two cars. You should stop at all control points on request, turn on interior vehicle lights and only continue when permission has been given to do so.

 

Road Safety
 
Do not travel outside Lome at night. Roads are poorly lit and often hazardous.

 

Sea Safety
 
Ocean currents are very strong along the coast. Many drownings occur each year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders require visas prior to their entry into Togo. There is no Togolese Embassy in the UK; the nearest Embassy is in Paris: Embassy of the Republic of Togo.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Togolese Embassy to Paris at 8 Rue Alfred–Roll, 75017 Paris. Tel: (00) (33 1) 43 80 12 13, Fax: (00) (33 1) 43 80 06 05.

HEALTH
Medical facilities are poor in Togo. You should ensure that you have comprehensive medical & travel insurance, which covers a provision for medical evacuation. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

You should see your UK doctor well in advance of travelling to Togo to ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. Waterborne diseases, HIV/AIDS and malaria are prevalent. You should consider taking prophylaxis against malaria and using insect repellent.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

The Central Bank (BCEAO) has issued the following new CFA notes and coins in Togo: 10000, 5000, 2000 and 1000 CFA notes; 500 and 200 CFA coins. The old notes ceased to be legal on 31 December 2004.

You are advised to reconfirm flights 48 hours prior to departure.

As many crimes involve the theft of British passports, we advise you to keep a photocopy of your passport, kept separately from your passport. This will speed up the process of issuing a new one.

There is no formal UK representation in Togo. In case of an emergency you should contact the British High Commission in Accra, Ghana (see contact details below).

We recommend that British passport holders who intend to stay in Togo for 3-months or more register with British High Commission in Accra.

OTHER
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Osu Link
off Gamel Abdul Nasser Avenue
PO Box 296
Accra 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 221665

(00) (233) (21) 7010650

(00) (233) (21) 7010721 Visa section 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 7010655 

(00) (233) (21) 221715 Visa Section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	high.commission.accra@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Main Office:
Monday to Thursday 07:45 - 15:45 hours
Friday: 07:45 - 13:45 hours


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/ghana 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Togo 
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