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	Liberia 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to Liberia.
· There are heightened tensions following the final round of Presidential elections. George Weah’s CDC has alleged fraud and has an ongoing legal challenge.  A rally at CDC headquarters on 11 December 2005, resulted in attacks on vehicles and property, and had to be broken up by force. You should avoid unnecessary travel, monitor the situation and keep clear of the National Elections Commission, CDC and Unity Party premises, as well as any crowds and demonstrations. In case of further unrest, you should remain indoors in a secure location.
· UN peacekeepers are deployed to the main population centres and patrol major roads, but the security situation remains unpredictable, with sporadic unrest and violence.
· If you decide to travel outside Monrovia, we recommend that you do not overnight outside the city and that you check the security situation before travelling.
· The British Ambassador to Liberia resides in Freetown, Sierra Leone. The British Government has limited ability to assist British nationals in Liberia.
· The threat from terrorism is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. You should remain vigilant in public places and areas frequented by non-Liberians. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages on the FCO website for further information and guidance.

Crime

Crime – including violent crime – has increased in Monrovia and elsewhere, and is often directed against foreigners. In May 2004, a guest was killed at the Mamba Point Hotel in Monrovia in what appears to have been an attempted robbery. You should avoid carrying valuables in public and be vigilant at all times, especially at night. The UN and some other international organisations impose a curfew on their international staff.

You should not become involved with drugs of any kind. Liberia is subject to UN sanctions, which prohibit the export of diamonds. Local prison conditions are harsh.

Political Situation

We advise against all but essential travel to Liberia. If on essential business, you should ensure that you are supported by a reliable organisation with a comprehensive and adequate security plan. You should familiarise yourself with your organisation’s security plan and follow it at all times, and monitor the security situation (eg on UNMIL radio, 91.5FM). We advise against spending the night outside Monrovia.

There are heightened tensions following the final round of presidential elections on 8 November 2005, and the possibility of further trouble remains.  Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has been declared the winner, but George Weah’s CDC has alleged that the elections were fraudulent and has an ongoing legal challenge. A gathering at CDC headquarters on 11 December 2005, had to be broken up by force. Vehicles (including UN vehicles) were attacked, and there were reports of nearby property being looted. You should avoid unnecessary travel, monitor the situation, and keep clear of the NEC, CDC and Unity Party offices, and any crowds and demonstrations. In case of further unrest you should remain indoors in a secure location.  (You are recommended to maintain at least a 3-day supply of food, water and other essentials in your home and office.)

There have also been reports of elections related unrest outside of Monrovia (eg Zwedru).

Following the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2003 the UN and the National Transitional Government of Liberia are slowly putting in place measures to improve security. However, the situation remains volatile, with further outbreaks of fighting and looting possible - rioting by armed mobs at the end of October 2004 left 18 people dead.

Despite the end of the voluntary disarmament programme, and the ban on carrying weapons, some firearms are still in circulation. In the early hours of 22 March 2005, a petrol bomb was thrown at an UNMIL checkpoint, injuring a UN peacekeeper.

UN Peacekeepers are deployed to the main population centres around Liberia, and patrol the principle roads, but areas of the country are not yet fully under their control. If you travel outside Monrovia you should check the latest security situation (eg with UNMIL) before departing and should avoid spending the night outside the city.

The situation in some other countries in West Africa is also volatile. You should avoid areas in Liberia bordering neighbouring countries, and exercise particular caution in the counties bordering Ivory Coast (Nimba, Grand Gedeh, River Gee and Maryland). Check the Travel Advice and latest situation in any countries that you will be transiting on your way to/from Liberia.

Local Travel

Many organisations, including the UN and the US Embassy, impose restrictions on staff travel outside Monrovia.

Travel outside Monrovia should be kept to a minimum; when travelling, ensure your organisation has adequate security guidelines and follow them. Check the latest security situation (e.g. with UNMIL) before departing. Avoid spending the night outside Monrovia.

Public transport, where it exists, is neither reliable nor necessarily safe. The rainy season (May to November) makes travel to outlying areas particularly difficult and hazardous.

Road Safety

Almost all roads are unlit and potholes are common. Driving and road conditions deteriorate significantly during the rainy season (May to November). Travel after dark should be avoided.

Air Safety

Any airline from outside the EU or European Economic area, which wishes to pick up or put down passengers or cargo in the UK, requires a permit from the Secretary of State. It is a condition of the permit that the airline should be operated in accordance with international safety standards established by the International Civil Aviation Organisation. No airline registered in Liberia currently has a permit to land in the UK.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All British nationals require a visa to enter Liberia. Visas must be obtained before arrival and can be obtained from Liberian representation in the UK.

 

Visitors need to show a valid yellow fever vaccination certificate when entering Liberia.

 

On arrival visitors will be expected to present their passport at a police station within 48 hours and pay an entry tax of US$25. Failure to do so can lead to difficulty leaving Liberia. Departure taxes of US$15 and $25 are payable in cash at the airline check-in desk; exact change is required.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Liberian representation in the UK.

HEALTH
Since June, there has been a major outbreak of cholera in Liberia, principally in Sinoe County in the south-east where nearly 4,000 cases have been reported, most of them in the makeshift mining camps. We advise that you take particular care and recommend that you drink only boiled/bottled water.

 

Medical facilities are poor. Waterborne diseases, malaria and other tropical diseases are prevalent; there have been outbreaks of yellow fever. HIV/AIDS infection rates are high.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical and travel insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage.

 

You should carry basic medical supplies. You are advised to seek medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. Proof of vaccination against yellow fever is required to enter Liberia. You should consider taking anti-malarials, as well as measures to reduce the risk of insect bites.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

Credit cards are not accepted in Liberia and very few outlets will accept travellers' cheques. There are no cash machines/ATMs, and foreign exchange and banking facilities are extremely limited. You should bring sufficient funds, in US Dollars cash, to cover all expenses.

You should carry photographic identification with you at all times.

The Atlantic Ocean can be unpredictable and subject to riptides and other dangerous currents. If visiting the beach you should exercise great caution as to where, when and whether you swim.

The British Honorary Consul, Mr Roy Chalkley, is the first contact for consular issues. His contact details in Liberia are: UMARCO, Clara Town, UN Drive, Bushrod Island, Monrovia. Telephone (+231) 226 056 or Mobile: (+ 231) 6 516 973; Fax: (+ 231) 226 061; E-mail: chalkleyroy@aol.com

The British High Commission in Freetown, Sierra Leone is responsible for Liberia.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Spur Road
Freetown 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(232) (22) 232961

(232) (22) 232362

(232) (22) 232563-5




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(232) (22) 228169 

(232) (22) 232070 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhc@sierratel.sl 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: (Local Time = GMT)
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1630  
Fri: 0800-1300 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Liberia 
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