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	Lesotho 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Crime, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The British High Commission in Maseru has now closed. Any enquiries should now be directed to the British High Commission in Pretoria. For emergency consular assistance only, please contact the Honorary Consul in Maseru. Contact details are given below.
· There have been incidents of muggings and vehicle hijacking in the past twelve months (some involving firearms). There have also been incidents of armed robbery in Maseru. Sporadic demonstrations are possible.
· Do not walk around Maseru at night; and avoid driving in rural areas at night.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Most visits to Lesotho are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. Medical insurance should cover possible medical Evacuation by air. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
There is no recent history of terrorism in Lesotho. The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.
 
Crime
 
Muggers in central Maseru, even in daylight, often target foreign nationals, frequently at knifepoint. You should not walk alone in isolated areas. Only carry essentials with you. Keep valuables out of sight. Do not walk around Maseru after dark and avoid driving in rural areas at night. When driving in urban centres, especially Maseru, keep doors locked, windows shut and valuables out of sight. Park in well-lit areas and do not pick up strangers. Take care at the approaches to main border crossings, particularly at night.
 
There have been recent incidences of armed car-jacking. If you are attacked, or your car is hijacked, do not resist.
 
Recently Maseru has experienced a spate of armed robberies that have targeted hotels and restaurants. There have been no serious injuries as a result but you are advised not to offer resistance should you be caught in the middle of an incident.
 
Political Situation
 
The political situation is generally calm. There are periodic disturbances by students protesting about a change in government policy towards student bursaries. You should avoid large gatherings of people.
 
Local Travel
 
There is no effective public transport system or reliable taxi service in Lesotho.
 
Road Safety
 
Driving standards in Lesotho are poor and you should drive carefully. Local mini-bus taxis are poorly maintained, often uninsured and invariably ignore road safety rules. Animals roaming on the roads are a hazard, especially at night. A British driving licence or International driving licence is valid for use in Lesotho for up to three months. A local driving licence must then be obtained.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Homosexuality is illegal, though the authorities tend to turn a blind eye, more through denial of its existence rather than a liberal approach.

 

Possession of drugs is a serious offence in Lesotho, and is likely to lead to a long custodial sentence. There is currently no prisoner transfer agreement in place between the UK and Lesotho.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals must hold a valid passport, which should be valid for at least six months and have at least two spare pages to allow the immigration authorities to affix visa stamps.

British nationals can obtain entry visas on arrival. Overstaying without the proper authority is a serious matter. You may be held in detention.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Lesotho's representation in the UK.

HEALTH
There is a high incidence of HIV/AIDS in Lesotho. You should be alert to the dangers of unprotected sex. Lesotho lacks good medical facilities. Expatriates use the medical facilities in Bloemfontein, South Africa; a one and a half-hour drive away (140kms).

 

You should check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk, or contact your own GP for up to date advice on vaccinations and preventative measures to protect your health.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling, including cover for medical evacuation by air. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

The British High Commission in Maseru closed on 26 August 2005. The British High Commission in Pretoria now has overall responsibility for Lesotho and all enquiries should be directed to them through the contact details given below. For emergency consular assistance only, please contact the British Honorary Consul in Maseru:

 

Peter Barrett

Sentinel Park

United Nations Road

Maseru

Lesotho

 

Telephone:

(266) 2231 3929 (office hours only)

(266) 2231 5537 (outside office hours)

Mobile:

(266) 5885 1210

Facsimile:

(266) 2231 0254

E-mail: pmb@leo.co.ls or barrett@leo.co.ls

 

You can apply for new passports at the Consular Section of the British High Commission in Pretoria in person or by courier (you pay the charges, if you use a courier).

 

It is advisable to keep a photocopy of your passport details page to hand.

 

A couple of ATM's in Lesotho have the facility to accept international ATM cards but are unreliable (First National Bank and Standard Bank). Credit cards are not widely accepted. You should take travellers' cheques or South African Rand in cash, which circulates as an official currency in Lesotho along with the Maloti.

OTHER
Lesotho Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
255 Hill Street,Arcadia 0002, Pretoria

Consular Section: 256 Glyn Street, Hatfield 0083, Pretoria 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(27) (12) 421 7500 Switchboard 

(27) (12) 421 7733 General Enquiries 

(27) (12) 421 7800 Consular Enquiries 

(27) (12) 421 7801 Passport Enquiries 

(27) (12) 421 7802 Visa Enquiries 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(27) (12) 421 7555 Switchboard 

(27) (12) 421 7599 General Enquiries 

(27) (12) 421 7877 Passport Enquiries 

(27) (12) 421 7888 Visa Enquiries 




	
	Email: 
	 
	media.pretoria@fco.gov.uk General Enquiries 
pta.passportenquiries@fco.gov.uk Passport Enquiries 
pta.visaenquiries@fco.gov.uk Visa Enquiries 
satrade@fco.gov.uk Trade & Investment Enquiries 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0600-1500
Fri: 0600-1030

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1700
Fri: 0800-1230


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britain.org.za/ 
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