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	Jamaica 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Road Safety, Local Laws and Customs and Health sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should be aware that there are high levels of crime and violence, particularly in the Kingston area and tourists should avoid certain routes
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Most visits to Jamaica are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

Crime

In view of the high levels of crime and violence including kidnapping, you should follow these common sense guidelines:

· Be particularly alert for thieves. 

· Do not offer resistance in the event of an attempted robbery. 

· You are advised against walking at night or using public transport. Only taxis authorised by the Jamaica Union of Travellers Association and ordered from hotels for your sole use (i.e. unshared) should be used. 

· Do not give lifts to strangers and keep car doors and windows locked. 

You should be careful when travelling to and from Kingston airport. The Mountain View route should generally be avoided. There have also been incidents (including temporary road blocks) on the alternative Humming Bird Route, specifically on lower South Camp Road. Travel by this route during the day should be trouble-free but take local advice before setting out on journeys after dark.

Occasional public order incidents and demonstrations, sometimes violent, can occur in various parts of Kingston, Spanish Town and Montego Bay. Gang violence and shootings are usually concentrated in inner city neighbourhoods, including West Kingston, Grant’s Pen, August Town, Harbour View, Spanish Town and Montego Bay (but not the resort areas), but can occur in other areas.

There have been incidents involving British tourists on the north coast. The motive for most attacks seems to be robbery. Although the Jamaican government have a system of mobile police patrols, there is a risk in walking alone in isolated areas even in daylight hours. We recommend against walking alone on beaches or at night and travelling in unlicensed vehicles.

Burglary involving violence is not uncommon. Most hotels and resorts are well guarded. But longer-term visitors and residents should pay particular attention to their accommodation security eg ensure proper door locks and window grilles are fitted and consider employing a guard and/or fitting a house alarm. Gated/guarded compounds represent the safest accommodation in the Kingston area.

Some of those returning to permanently resettle in Jamaica have been the target of particular criminal attention. Incidents of violence including murder have resulted. It is therefore particularly important to seek the advice and assurance of the Jamaican authorities, through: Jamaican Representation in London.

You should still maintain vigilance even when staying with family or friends.

In the event of an emergency, call 119 for police and 110 for an ambulance.

Road Safety

The Bog Walk Gorge road (between Spanish Town and Linstead on the A1 main road from Kingston to Ocho Rios) has reopened following heavy rains in October 2005, but is in a poor state of repair and is susceptible to rising waters and landslides.

The main road at Whitehall - between Port Maria and Annotto Bay on the north coast - has collapsed and is closed. Motorists travelling from Port Maria to Kingston and Annotto Bay are advised to use the alternative longer route through Highgate.

The road between Lime Hall and St Ann's Bay has also collapsed and will remain closed for the foreseeable future.

You are permitted to drive on a UK driving licence for up to six months.

Some road users in Jamaica drive aggressively, with drivers often going too fast (especially in bad weather), pushing into dangerously small gaps, tailgating and overtaking with little regard for other road users. Drive defensively and allow yourself more "thinking time". Beware of oncoming cars overtaking on your side of the road (particularly on bends and hills). Older low-powered cars and trucks travel very slowly; be careful not to overestimate the speed.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
There are severe penalties for all drug offences, including those involving ganja. Arrests of British Nationals for attempting to traffic ganja have increased markedly in recent months. Possession of even small quantities of illegal drugs can lead to imprisonment. All sentences are served in Jamaica. Prison conditions are harsh. Pack all your luggage yourself and do not carry anything through customs for anyone else.

Contrary to popular myth, it is illegal to smoke ganja in Jamaica. The local police have stepped up their efforts to clamp down on the practice. Several British Nationals have been arrested, fined and even imprisoned for this offence.

Jamaica has a number of laws which make certain homosexual acts illegal.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals do not require visas to enter Jamaica. However, overstaying without the proper authority is viewed as a serious matter. You can be held in detention and may be fined.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on entry requirements, visitors are advised to check with: Jamaican Representation in London.

 

The importation of meat and dairy products from the UK is banned. Customs officials are liable to search all baggage and concealed foodstuffs will be impounded and destroyed.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

Medical treatment can be expensive. Private medical facilities are of a reasonable standard but can vary throughout the island.

Recent reports suggest an increase in cases of leptospirosis. The risk for leptospirosis, a disease that is endemic in Jamaica, increases following heavy rains and flooding. Persons should protect themselves by limiting contact with fresh water that may be contaminated with the urine of rodents and other animals. Further information about leptospirosis can be found at the NaTHNaC website: http://www.nathnac.org/travel/factsheets/leptospirosis.htm

Visitors should be aware of the prevalence of HIV/AIDs in Jamaica and take precautions to avoid exposure.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

NATURAL DISASTERS

You should monitor local media and check with your tour operator for further severe weather warnings during the rainy season, which is between June and November. Jamaica also lies in the earthquake zone. Visitors can access the following websites for weather updates:

www.nhc.noaa.gov
www.stormcarib.com
www.weather.com, Tropical Update.
www.odpem.org.jm, Situation Report

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Arrival and departure taxes are usually levied at the point of sale for scheduled flights and should be included in the cost of your ticket. These taxes are not always included in the ticket price for charter flights. Arrival tax is 10 US Dollars for air passengers and 2 US Dollars for cruise passengers. Departure tax is 1,000 Jamaican Dollars.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
P O Box 575
28 Trafalgar Road
Kingston 10
Jamaica 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(001) (876) 510 0700

(001) (876) 510 0720 Visa enquiries (0800-1200 local, 1300-1800 GMT) 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(001) (876) 511 5304 Management/Commercial 

(001) (876) 511 5303 Chancery 

(001) (876) 510 0738 Immigration 

(001) (876) 511 5335 Consular 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhckingston@cwjamaica.com 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 1300-1800 / 1900-2130
Fri: 1300-1800

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1300 / 1400-1630
Fri: 0800-1300


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/jamaica 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Jamaica 
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