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	Guinea-Bissau 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Political Situation, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The newly elected President, Nino Viera, has dismissed the government of Carlos Gomes Junior and appointed Aristides Gomes in his place. No other appointments have been made and government business is at a standstill. The elections were highly charged and involved incidents of violence. You should avoid political demonstrations or rallies.
· Since June an outbreak of cholera has affected over 10,000 people in Bissau, Biombo and Cachea districts; over 200 people have died as a result. We advise that you take particular care and recommend that you drink only boiled/bottled water.
· There is no British Embassy in Guinea-Bissau. The British Ambassador to Guinea-Bissau resides in Dakar, Senegal. However, the British Honorary Consul, Mr Jan Van Maanen, can offer limited consular assistance in an emergency.
· The threat from terrorism is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low, but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets. You should be vigilant in public places and areas frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas ” pages for further information and guidance.

Crime

Crime rates in Guinea-Bissau are not high but Guinea-Bissau is an extremely poor country in a severe economic crisis. You should take sensible precautions. Do not carry valuables in public.

Political Situation

Presidential elections were completed largely to the satisfaction of international observers and Nino Viera was installed on 1 October 2005, after delays caused by his opponents. However, tensions with the Prime Minister came to a head after just four weeks, when the President sacked him and all his Ministers. He appointed Aristides Gomes as Prime Minister but the move has been challenged as unconstitutional and the country is at the moment without a functioning government. You should avoid political demonstrations or rallies.

The elections, Guinea-Bissau’s first since a coup in 2003, were highly charged and involved incidents of violence. On 16 July, two policemen were killed and ten people wounded when gunmen attacked government buildings. Three people were killed in Bissau on 24 June during protests about the results of the first round of elections.

Local Travel

You should be aware that Guinea-Bissau's north western border area adjoining the western portion of the Casamance region of Senegal has in the past been subject to insecurity involving Senegalese rebel and criminal groups and the Guinea-Bissau military. However, no such incidents have been reported in the recent past.

Road Travel

Traffic is generally light in Guinea-Bissau but road conditions (including in the capital) and driving standards are poor. You should take suitable precautions especially in the rainy season (June to September).

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should not become involved with drugs of any kind. There are heavy penalties for those convicted. Local prison conditions are harsh.

 

Homosexuality is illegal in Guinea-Bissau, although generally tolerated if couples are discreet.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals require a visa to enter Guinea‑Bissau. Guinea‑Bissau does not have an Embassy in London. Visitors can contact the Guinea‑Bissau Embassy in Paris at 94 Rue St Lazare (tel: +33 9 452 61851). Guinea‑Bissau also has Embassies in neighbouring countries, including Senegal, which issue visas.

HEALTH
Since June an outbreak of cholera has affected over 10,000 people in Bissau, Biombo and Cachea districts; over 200 people have died as a result. We advise that you take particular care and recommend that you drink only boiled/bottled water. Anyone suffering from diarrhoea during a visit to Guinea-Bissau should consult a doctor promptly.

We strongly recommend that you take out comprehensive medical and travel insurance. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

Medical facilities in Guinea‑Bissau are extremely limited. Malaria and other tropical diseases are prevalent. You should consider taking prophylaxis against malaria, and using insect repellent. Contact your GP before travelling.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

Guinea-Bissau is very much a cash economy. Credit cards are rarely used and ATM facilities are sparse. The CFA Franc is the local currency.

 

There is no British Embassy in Guinea-Bissau. The British Honorary Consul, Jan van Maanen, is the first contact for consular issues. The nearest British Embassy in Dakar, Senegal does not issue passports. However, it will accept applications, and forward them to the High Commission in The Gambia for issue, but the process can take up to five weeks. If applicants are prepared to pay the cost of a courier, the process can be completed in two weeks or less.

 

You should carry ID (passport or residence permit) at all times, particularly when driving or taking a taxi, when the likelihood of having to produce it is high.

 

You should reconfirm onward/return flights 72 hours in advance.

OTHER
Guinea-Bissau: Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
20 Rue du Docteur Guillet 
(Boite Postale 6025) 
Dakar


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(221) 823 7392

(221) 823 9971




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(221) 823 2766 

(221) 823 8415 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britemb@sentoo.sn 
postmaster@britishcouncil.sn British Council 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: (Local Time=GMT)
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1630
Fri: 0800-1230


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.gov.uk/senegal 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Guinea-Bissau 
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