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	Germany 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Terrorism section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Germany shares with the rest of Europe a threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets.
· There have been recent cases of British Nationals being arrested for possessing counterfeit currency. We advise against changing currency anywhere other than banks or legitimate Bureaux de Change.
· Most visits to Germany are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling to Germany. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 

Germany shares with the rest of Europe a threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets. The German government has recently strengthened its counter-terrorism policy, which has so far led to a number of arrests of individuals linked to Al Qa'Ida.

 

Please read Security & General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

 
Crime
 

You should take normal, sensible precautions to avoid mugging, bag‑snatching and pickpocketing. You should be extra vigilant at airports and railway stations in the large cities. Do not leave valuables unattended.

 

Road Safety
 
If you wish to drive in Germany you must carry a valid driving licence, insurance and vehicle documents with you in the vehicle at all times. If the vehicle does not belong to the driver, written permission from the registered owner may also be requested.

 

The minimum age for driving a car in Germany is 18 years old. 17 year-old British drivers with valid British licences are not permitted to drive a car. Anyone who contravenes this law may be fined and the vehicle impounded. Advice on driving outside the UK can be obtained from motoring organisations such as the AA and RAC.

 

You should take particular care when driving in Germany as driving regulations and customs are different from those in the United Kingdom. Roads in Germany, particularly motorways, are of an excellent standard but speed limits are higher than in the United Kingdom and the accident rate is greater. Many drivers undertake long journeys in, or through, Germany. Care should be taken to plan journeys and take sufficient breaks; a minimum break of 15 minutes after every two hours of driving is recommended.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should carry your valid passport with you at all times. German police have the right to ask to see identification. For British citizens, the only acceptable form of ID is a valid passport.

 

If you intend to stay in Germany for 3 months or more you must register with the German authorities (Einwohnermeldeamt) within 7 days of arrival. Those staying in Germany for a short visit are not normally required to register. Hotels are legally obliged to register guests and this information is passed automatically to Einwohnermeldeamt.

 

There is no longer a requirement for EU Citizens to apply for a residence permit.

 

If you intend to work in Germany, you should obtain detailed information on employment regulations from the German Embassy, 23 Belgrave Square, London, SWIX 8PZ; (tel: 020 7824 1300) or from the British Embassy in Berlin or a British Consulate in Düsseldorf, Hamburg or Münich.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You need a valid passport to enter Germany.

 

You do not require a visa.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: German Representation in the UK
HEALTH
You should obtain a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) before leaving the UK. The EHIC replaces Form E111, which still remains valid until the end of 2005. The EHIC is available free of charge through most United Kingdom post offices or through the UK Department of Health via their website at: www.dh.gov.uk or by telephoning 0800 555 7777 and obtaining their leaflet "Health Advice for Travellers". The E111 form/EHIC is not a substitute for medical and travel insurance, but entitles you to emergency medical treatment on the same terms as German nationals. You will not be covered for medical repatriation, on-going medical treatment or treatment of a non-urgent nature.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see Travel Insurance
 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s (DoH) website at: www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see What We Can Do To Help
 
Emergency Passports
 

The British Consulate-General, Düsseldorf is the only passport issuing post within Germany. However Emergency Passports (EPs) can be obtained from either the British Embassy Berlin or the British Consulate Generals, Hamburg, Munich and Düsseldorf.

 

An Emergency Passport is a piece of paper valid for 1 journey to the UK. This paper is usually surrendered on arrival to the UK and you must then obtain a new passport from your nearest Passport Office in the UK.

 

A call centre now handles all passport enquiries. If you wish to speak to an operator please call Abtran on (04) 0190 700 661 (open Mon-Fri 09.00-17.30). Please note that calls will be charged at a premium rate – or e-mail consular.section@duesseldorf.mail.fco.gov.uk.

OTHER
Germany Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Wilhelmstrasse 70
10117 Berlin


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(49) (30) 20457-0




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(49) (30) 20457-571 Ambassador 

(49) (30) 20457-572 DHM's Office 

(49) (30) 20457 573 Political 

(49) (30) 20457 574 Media 

(49) (30) 20457 594 Public Relations 

(49) (30) 20457 575 EU & Economics 

(49) (30) 20457 576 Labour & Social Affairs 

(49) (30) 20457 577 Commercial 

(49) (30) 20457 578 Management 

(49) (30) 20457 579 Consular 

(49) (30) 20457 581 Defence 

(49) (30) 20457 582 Defence Supply 

(49) (30) 20457 347 Agriculture 

(49) (30) 20457 346 Research/Technology 




	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Fri: 0800-1200 / 1300-1630

Local Time:
Mon-Fri: 0900-1300 / 1400-1730


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britischebotschaft.de/ 

	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Germany 
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