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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel outside the main cities of Brazzaville and Pointe Noire, as there is some instability and risk of rebel activity in the countryside. There have been armed clashes in the Bacongo area of Brazzaville between 13-19 October, which have reportedly left seven civilians dead.
· There was an outbreak of the Ebola-virus in Mbomo and Etoumbi regions in May 2005.
· If resident in or visiting the Republic of Congo, you should register with the British Embassy in Kinshasa at: Consular Online Registration.
· The threat from terrorism is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism" pages of the FCO website for further information and guidance.

Crime

The incidence of street crime, armed robbery or vehicle hi-jacking is low in Brazzaville and Pointe Noire, where there are frequent police checkpoints. Take sensible security precautions i.e. do not walk in the streets after dark, or carry large amounts of money or valuables.

Political Situation

The ‘Ninja’ rebel group, that was active during the civil war, signed a peace agreement with the Government in March 2003. Although a peace deal was agreed to demobilise and reintegrate the rebels, fighting broke out in the capital in December 2003.The situation remains peaceful, though you should be aware that sporadic fighting can break out at short notice. This potential instability means that we advise against all but essential travel outside the main cities of Brazzaville and Pointe Noire.

If in Brazzaville, you should keep yourself updated locally on the security situation. In the event of trouble in the capital you should remain indoors and follow local advice from the British Honorary Consul; the main town centre hotels tend to be relatively safe.

In advance of the visit of former Prime Minister Bernard Kolelas there has been civil unrest in the Bacongo area of Brazzaville. There were further clashes between armed forces and rebels on 19 October, involving heavy weaponry, in addition to clashes between security services and supporters of Mr Kolelas on 13 October, which reportedly left seven civilians dead. There may be similar incidents throughout the duration of Mr Kolelas’ visit. Mr Kolelas is expected to leave before the end of October.

Local Travel

You should avoid travelling at night throughout the whole country.

The risk of rebel attacks on the coastal town of Pointe Noire itself is considered very low. But travel between Brazzaville and Pointe Noire should be by air as armed criminal gangs frequently prey on those travelling by road and rail. Road travel in the Pool region requires a permit from the Congolese army.

Road Safety

Road conditions are generally poor and deteriorate during the wet season, which lasts from November to May. Overland travel off the main roads requires a four-wheel drive vehicle.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals require a visa to visit the Republic of Congo. Advice on visas can be obtained from the Honorary Consulate of the Republic of Congo in the UK, The Arena, 24 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HF (tel: 020 7922 0695; fax: 020 7401 2545).

HEALTH
Kelle, Mbomo, Etoumbi and the Odzala Park in the Cuvette region suffered from outbreaks of the human form of the Ebola fever. 10 people died in an outbreak in May 2005. On 21 June 2005, the WHO declared the most recent outbreak of the disease over, but have warned that another outbreak could occur soon.

For further information check the WHO website at: Ebola haemorrhagic fever in the Republic of the Congo.

It is inadvisable to eat ‘bush meat’.

Travellers anywhere in the Republic of Congo should be aware that medical facilities in the country are extremely limited, particularly in rural areas. Water-borne diseases, malaria and HIV/AIDS are prevalent. It is therefore essential that you take out full travel and medical insurance cover for medical treatments and accidents, and repatriation by air ambulance. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

You will be asked to produce a yellow fever vaccination certificate on arrival in the country. Failure to do so will result in a further vaccination being administered, for which a charge is made. For travel anywhere in the Republic of Congo, you are advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAdviceToTravellers/fs/en or contact your own GP for up to date information.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 
UK Diplomatic Representation
 
There is no resident British diplomatic mission in the Republic of Congo. The British Honorary Consul in Brazzaville, Mr Dominique Picard (tel: +242 620 893 or 513 251; fax: +242 838 543), can offer only limited assistance.

 

The British Ambassador in Kinshasa is cross-accredited to the Republic of Congo. His ability to help British nationals is limited. We recommend that if you visit or are resident in the Republic of Congo you register with the British Embassy in Kinshasa. You can do so in person or, if you prefer, via our secure online registration service at: Consular Online Registration. Contact details of the British Embassy in Kinshasa are:

OTHER
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
83 Avenue du Roi Baudouin 
Kinshasa 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(243) 81 715 0761

(243) 81 715 0724 For genuine emergencies only 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(243) 813 46 4291 




	
	Email: 
	 
	ambrit@ic.cd 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thur: 0630-1330
Fri: 0630-1300

Local Time:
Mon-Thur: 0730-1430
Fri: 0730-1400


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Congo 
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