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	Bhutan 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· There is no British representation in Bhutan. The nearest consular office is the British Deputy High Commission in Kolkata (formerly Calcutta). Contact details are below.
· You must arrange any visit to Bhutan through an authorised travel agent. Those travelling independently on British passports are not permitted to enter Bhutan.
· Most visits are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Terrorism

 

A bomb exploded in a market in Gelephu, Southern Bhutan close to the border with India, on Sunday, 5 September 2004. Two people were killed and over 27 injured. No one has claimed responsibility. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

 

Air Travel

 

Druk Air is the only scheduled carrier into Bhutan, with services from New Delhi, Kathmandu, Kolkata, Dhaka and Bangkok. Its services can be subject to disruption. We advise travellers who will be using Druk Air to build flexibility into their travel plans.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking of illegal drugs are strict. Convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.

It is illegal to sell tobacco. Offenders will be charged with smuggling and can expect to be fined. Imported tobacco products demonstrably for personal use are subject to a 100 percent tax.

Personal computers, cellular telephones, cameras, or any other electronic device must be registered with Bhutanese customs upon arrival. These items will also be checked upon departure. The export of all antiques is strictly monitored.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A visa must be obtained (or authorised) prior to travelling.  Business visitors and tourists must make their arrangements through a recognised travel agent and pay at least US$200 for each day they spend in Bhutan.  Foreigners (apart from Indian nationals) may enter the country only at Phuntsoling (by road) or Paro (by air).  Certain areas may only be visited with a special permit.  Prior authority is also required to visit some of the religious and administrative buildings (Dzongs).

HEALTH
Bhutanese hospitals provide only basic health care. There are no particular health concerns but some visitors find the high mountain altitudes demanding. You should familiarise yourself with the dangers of High Altitude (Mountain) Sickness especially if you are trekking in remote areas

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check that your policy includes the costs of medical evacuation by air. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk
 

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Visitors, particularly those trekking in the mountains, need travel insurance which is sufficient to fund emergency helicopter evacuation to India.

 

There is no British representation in Bhutan. The nearest consular office is the British Deputy High Commission in Kolkata (formerly Calcutta), (Tel: +91 33 2288 5172 or 73 or 74 or 75 or 76; Fax: +91 33 2288 3435 or 3996).

OTHER
Bhutan Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	1A Ho Chi Minh Sarani 
Calcutta 700071 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(91) (33) 2288 5172 Telephone number 

(91) (33) 2288 6536 After office hours 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(91) (33) 2288 5172 General 

(91) (33) 2288 3996 Visa Section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	kolkata@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Fri: 0300-0730 / 0800-1030

Local Time:
Mon-Fri: 0830-1300 / 1330-1600
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