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                                                                       Saudi Arabia (April 8, 2005)

                                                                       Travel Advisory (EXTREME CAUTION)

                                                                       Australian Government


Travel Advisory: Saudi Arabia

Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 08 April 2005, 17:20:54, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new Safety and Security information. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians should defer non-essential travel to Saudi Arabia. We continue to receive reports that terrorists are planning further attacks against Western interests. These could occur at any time, anywhere in Saudi Arabia. Terrorists have targeted both Saudi citizens and foreigners, within residential compounds, their places of business and government installations. Since the terrorist attack on a commercial facility in the Red Sea port of Yanbu on 1 May 2004, which resulted in six deaths including one Australian, there have been a number of foreign nationals killed in targeted attacks. 

Australians in Saudi Arabia concerned for their security should consider departure. Consistent with this advice, since May 2003 the Government has authorised the voluntary departure of the dependants of Australian Embassy staff in Riyadh. Australians who remain in Saudi Arabia should exercise extreme caution, particularly in those places known to be frequented by foreigners. They should monitor developments that might affect their safety, and should register with the Australian Embassy (contact details below).

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians should defer non-essential travel to Saudi Arabia. Australians in Saudi Arabia concerned for their security should consider departure. Australians who choose to remain in Saudi Arabia should exercise extreme caution. Consistent with this advice, since May 2003 the Government has authorised the voluntary departure of the dependants of Australian Embassy staff in Riyadh. 

We continue to receive reports that terrorists are planning further attacks against Western interests. On 8 March 2005 the United States Embassy in Riyadh issued a warden message advising US citizens living in Jeddah of 'an elevated threat level in the area of the Sierra Village compound'. Despite the killing, capture or surrender of a number of militants over recent months, we judge that further attacks could occur at any time, anywhere in Saudi Arabia. Terrorist tactics could range from improvised explosive devices through to smaller-scale attacks, such as drive-by shootings, kidnapping and opportunistic targeting of foreigners. Over the last three years there have been frequent terrorist attacks, including small-scale bombings, car bombings and shootings. These have targeted both Saudi citizens and foreigners, within residential compounds, their places of business and government installations. These attacks have caused significant loss of life and have included Australian casualties. Since the terrorist attack on a commercial facility in the Red Sea port of Yanbu on 1 May 2004, which resulted in six deaths including one Australian, there have been a number of foreign nationals killed in targeted attacks. There have been frequent gun-battles between terrorists and security forces and a number of vehicle bombs and arms caches have been captured. 

Australians choosing to remain in Saudi Arabia should exercise extreme caution. Possible terrorist targets include commercial and public areas known to be frequented by foreigners such as - but not limited to - embassies, clubs, restaurants, hotels, shopping malls, foreign residential areas, schools, places of worship, airports and aircraft, outdoor recreation events, resorts or tourist areas, oil installations and infrastructure. 

Australians should thoroughly check their vehicles before driving, especially after leaving them unattended. Australians in Saudi Arabia should monitor closely local and international media reporting of developments in the region. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Demonstrations are illegal in Saudi Arabia. Public gatherings may be dispersed with violence. 

Personal Security 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Piracy at sea occurs in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on piracy at sea. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

In Saudi Arabia, there are strict Islamic codes of dress and behaviour. Possession of alcohol and preaching religions other than Islam may result in imprisonment and corporal punishment. The importation and use of alcohol, pork products, pornography, religious books and materials (other than those relating to Islam) is forbidden. Conviction for some criminal offences may result in fines, imprisonment, corporal punishment, deportation or the death penalty. Penalties for importing, possessing or using drugs are severe and include the death penalty. 

Business travellers involved in a commercial dispute with a Saudi company or individual may be prevented from leaving the country pending resolution of the dispute. 

Women and children need permission from a male relative to depart Saudi Arabia. 

Foreigners, particularly women, have reported incidents of assault after being approached by Muttawa (Religious Police). If approached by Muttawa, Australians should remain sensitive to the Muttawa's authority and seek to end the encounter as quickly as possible - if necessary, by leaving the area immediately. Visitors are advised to dress and behave conservatively, consistent with local custom and sensitivities. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Visitors should be aware that the cost of medical services in Saudi Arabia can be very high and payment is often required in advance. 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register with: 

Australian Embassy 
Diplomatic Quarter 
Riyadh 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Telephone (966 1) 488 7788 
Facsimile (966 1) 488 7973 

The working week is Saturday to Wednesday, in accordance with local practice. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Australians planning travel and those overseas are encouraged to monitor our travel advice updates, including through use of our free subscription service, at smartraveller.gov.au. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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