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                                                                              Travel Advisory (DO NOT TRAVEL)

                                                                              Australian Government 


Travel Advisory: Iraq

Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 06 May 2005, 23:46:26, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians should not travel to Iraq and Australians in Iraq who are concerned for their security should depart. 

The security environment in Iraq remains extremely dangerous, as underscored by continuing terrorist activity, kidnapping and other attacks against Iraqi and foreign civilians. Kidnappings for ransom and hostage taking for political gain are common in Iraq and may be fatal. The kidnapping of an Australian in Iraq in late April/early May 2005 underlines the very high risk of kidnapping of foreigners and may lead to copy-cat kidnappings of Australians. Australians in Iraq should ensure they have appropriate personal security protection measures in place. 

We continue to receive reports that terrorists and anti-government forces are planning attacks against a range of targets, including places frequented by foreigners such as hotels, restaurants and international transport. Terrorists and anti-government forces may also target prominent Iraqi political figures and events, and places associated with the Iraqi political transition, including sessions of the Iraqi Transitional National Assembly at the Convention Centre in the International Zone in Baghdad. The risk of attacks may be heightened on dates of particular significance in the political transition process. Military operations against hostile elements in Iraq are continuing. Security restrictions, including curfews and access to the International Zone, can be tightened at short notice. 

Due to the risk of surface-to-air attacks against aircraft, Australians are advised against air travel over Iraq on aircraft without self-protection capabilities. 

Australians in Iraq should register with the Australian Embassy via the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on-line registration service. Due to damage sustained by a large explosion that occurred in the vicinity of the Embassy on 19 January 2005, the Embassy has temporarily relocated premises. The Embassy's ability to provide consular services will be limited for the foreseeable future. Australians in Iraq who need urgent consular assistance should contact the 24 hour Consular Emergency Centre in Canberra on +61 2 6261 3305. If you need to speak to a consular officer in Iraq, call +1 914 360 3289. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians should not travel to Iraq and Australians in Iraq who are concerned for their security should depart. Australians in Iraq should ensure they have appropriate personal security protection measures in place. 

The security environment in Iraq remains extremely dangerous, as underscored by continuing terrorist activity, kidnapping and other attacks against Iraqi and foreign civilians. We continue to receive reports that terrorists and anti-government forces are planning attacks against a range of targets, including places frequented by foreigners such as hotels, restaurants and international transport. Terrorists and anti-government forces may also target prominent Iraqi political figures and events and places associated with the Iraqi political transition, including the Iraqi Transitional National Assembly. The risk of attacks may be heightened on dates of particular significance in the political transition process. 

Kidnappings for ransom and hostage taking for political gain are common in Iraq and may be fatal. Hostage taking of foreign nationals in Iraq remains a prominent extremist tactic. The kidnapping of an Australian in Iraq in late April/early May 2005 underlines the very high risk of kidnapping of foreigners in Iraq and may lead to copy-cat kidnappings of Australians. A number of foreign nationals have been taken hostage and killed in the past year. 

Attacks by terrorist and anti-government forces take a wide variety of forms and include the use of devices such as road-side bombs, suicide vests and car bombs. The frequency of these attacks remains high. A bomb was discovered on a commercial aircraft in Iraq on 22 November 2004. Explosions took place inside the International Zone on 14 October 2004. The possibility of further bomb attacks in the International Zone remains. The road between Baghdad and Baghdad International Airport ('Route Irish') is extremely hazardous, with a high frequency of bomb and indirect fire attacks against coalition vehicles and foreigners. Heightened security measures are being applied to the movement of Australian officials on this route. There have been several attempts by terrorists to shoot down civilian and military aircraft, and further attempts are likely. 

Mortar and rocket attacks are common and indiscriminate. The International Zone has increasingly been a target of such attacks. 

Military operations against hostile elements in Iraq are continuing and Australians should avoid all areas where military operations are taking place. Security restrictions, including curfews and access to the International Zone, can be tightened at short notice. 

Security arrangements for Australian Embassy staff in Baghdad are at a high level. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

The cities of Baghdad, Mosul, Al-Fallujah, Ar-Ramadi, Tikrit and Samarra, and the area between them are particularly hazardous. In addition to the threat of attacks by terrorists and anti-government forces and kidnapping, acts of criminal lawlessness, including car-jackings and looting, use of fire-arms and explosives and incidents of civil unrest pose significant threats to security throughout Iraq. Australians should avoid all demonstrations and large public gatherings due to the high risk of violence. 

Personal Security 

Australians in Iraq should ensure they have appropriate personal security protection measures in place. 

Australians should consult a reputable security company about their individual security arrangements and the adoption of appropriate security measures, including at home and at work and for all travel. Australians should limit travel and transit to essential sites and seek to establish in advance the security conditions of areas they are required to visit. In the event of terrorist incidents, civil disorder or other violent actions, Australians are advised to maintain a low profile and, in the absence of other advice, remain indoors. The Australian Embassy in Baghdad can provide a list of security companies. 

There are no automatic teller machines (ATM) in Iraq. Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Travel by road in Iraq is not recommended as convoys of vehicles come under attack regularly. There is a risk from bombs, landmines and unexploded ordnance. 

Due to the risk of surface-to-air missile attacks against aircraft, Australians are advised against air travel over Iraqi airspace on aircraft without self-protection capabilities. 

Essential services in Iraq, including fuel, power and water, are not reliable. While some telephone services have been restored, these also generally remain unreliable. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

The removal of antiques and artefacts from Iraq is prohibited. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Iraqi Embassy or Consulate, well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

Infectious diseases, such as typhoid and cholera, pose significant health risks. Iraqi hospitals have limited capacity. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Due to damage sustained by a large explosion that occurred in the vicinity of the Embassy on 19 January 2005, the Embassy has temporarily relocated premises. The Embassy's ability to provide consular services will be limited for the foreseeable future. Australians in Iraq who need urgent consular assistance should contact the 24 hour Consular Emergency Centre in Canberra on +61 2 6261 3305. If you need to speak to a consular officer in Iraq, call +1 914 360 3289. 

The working week is Sunday to Thursday, in accordance with local practice. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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