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Travel Advisory: Cameroon

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Monday, 11 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Wednesday, 29 June 2005, 17:58:03, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security and local law and customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Cameroon are advised to exercise caution and monitor developments that may affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of the risk of serious criminal activity. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats. 

Australians are advised to avoid the area bordering the Central African Republic and the area bordering Nigeria in the region of the Bakassi Peninsula due to the possibility of cross-border skirmishes.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians are advised to avoid the area bordering the Central African Republic where cross-border skirmishes are common and have included armed robberies, kidnappings and car-jackings. 

Australians are also advised to avoid the disputed border area between Cameroon and Nigeria in the region of the Bakassi Peninsula. Tensions there are high between the police and security personnel of both countries. 

The border with the Republic of Congo is closed. 

Demonstrations and large public gatherings have the potential to turn violent. 

Personal Security 

Criminal activity is a serious problem throughout Cameroon. Violent crime is prevalent in residential centres and on rural highways. Armed highwaymen operate in the three provinces of Adamaoua, the North, and the Far North. Armed banditry is common in the border areas with the Central African Republic. Car-jackings, muggings, robberies and petty theft occur in the capital city, Yaounde, and in the regional cities of Douala, Kribi and Maroua. In Yaounde, the suburbs of la Briquetterie, Mokolo and Mvog-Ada are particularly dangerous. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and US dollars cash. Automatic teller machines (ATMs) accepting international cards are limited in Cameroon and ATM locations (if any) should be confirmed with your card provider before travel. Travellersï¿œ' cheques and credit cards are accepted at major hotels in Yaounde. Travellers' cheques will only be cashed if accompanied by the original purchase receipt. . 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

You are required by law to report a lost or stolen passport as soon as possible. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, report it online or contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. As of 1 July 2005, you need to pay an additional fee to have it replaced. In some cases, the Government may restrict the length of validity or type of replacement document. Your passport is a valuable document that is attractive to people who may try to use your identity to commit crimes. It should always be kept in a safe place. 

Local Conditions 

Police checkpoints are common in Cameroon and the police may request payments from drivers and other occupants of the vehicle. Failure to produce identification (residence permit or certified copy of passport) may lead to police detention. 

Most roads are in poor condition, vehicles poorly maintained and badly driven and road lighting inadequate. It is difficult to depart Cameroon via the land border with Gabon due to poor road conditions. 

Explosions and lava flows occurred at Mont Cameroon in May 2000 and advice should be sought from local authorities before climbing. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

The rainy season is June to September when flooding may occur. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Homosexual acts are illegal and penalties include prison sentences. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities, travellers are advised to dress and behave conservatively. 

Photography of and around military zones, military assets and/or military personnel, government buildings, airports and ports is forbidden. 

Visitors to the Lake Chad area should report to local authorities on arrival. The local authorities advise visitors to engage a reliable guide due to the dangerous security situation. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Cameroon, well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

Medical facilties in Cameroon are limited and inadequate in the rural areas. Water-borne diseases, malaria and HIV/AIDS are prevalant. There are also periodic outbreaks of cholera. A valid Yellow Fever Certificate is required for entry into the country. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Cameroon. Australians may obtain consular assistance from the nearest Australian High Commission. This is in Nigeria at: 

Australian High Commission 
2940 Aguiyi Ironsi Street 
Maitama 
Abuja, Nigeria 
Telephone (234 9) 413 5226 
Facsimile (234 9) 413 5227 

All Australians travelling to Cameroon, whether for tourism or business or for short or long stays, are encouraged to register with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Australians can register in person at any Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate or on-line. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

By agreement between the Canadian and Australian governments, the local Canadian Embassy provides consular assistance to Australians in Cameroon. This service does not include the issue of Australian passports. The address is: 

Canadian Embassy 
Immeuble Stamatiades 
Place de l'Hotel de Ville 
Yaoundï¿œ, Cameroon 
Telephone: (237) 223 2311 
Facsimile: (237) 222 1090 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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