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                                                                                                     Bolivia (July 6, 2005)

                                                                                                     Travel Advisory

                                                                                                     Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Bolivia

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Sunday, 10 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Wednesday, 06 July 2005, 15:25:01, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on Safety and Security. The overall level of the advice has not changed.

Australians in Bolivia are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. There is an ongoing threat of civil unrest and communal tensions are high. Large, violent anti-government demonstrations have occurred in La Paz and El Alto. Further protests are possible. The use of tear gas and force to control disturbances is common. 

Australians in Bolivia are strongly urged to register with the Australian Embassy in Santiago, Chile, via the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on-line registration service. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians in Bolivia are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. There is an ongoing threat of civil unrest and communal tensions are high throughout Bolivia. Anti-government protests and demonstrations occur, particularly in La Paz, and have become violent. Most recently, in June 2005, large, violent, anti-government demonstrations took place in La Paz and El Alto. Further protests are possible. The use of tear gas and force to control disturbances is common. Acts of politically-motivated violence have occurred in major cities. 

Roadblocks and disruption of services occur frequently. International and domestic travel can be disrupted with little or no notice. Breaching of road blockades, even if they appear unattended, may result in confrontation or the threat of violence. 

Personal Security 

Drug traffickers and other criminals in the region present a serious danger to travellers crossing the Bolivian/Brazilian border. 

Australians in Bolivia are advised to exercise a high degree of caution in the coca growing areas of Chapare (between Santa Cruz and Cochabamba) and the Yungas region northeast of La Paz, due to the possibility of confrontations between government forces and coca growers. 

Violent crime against foreigners, including armed robbery, has increased particularly in tourist areas and on public transport in La Paz and Santa Cruz. Muggings have rendered victims unconscious. Hikers travelling without a guide have been robbed and assaulted on the Inca trails and in Rurrenabaque. 

Many thieves work in teams using various forms of distraction such as putting a disagreeable substance on the victim's clothes. Criminals are also known to pose as police officers. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

You are required by law to report a lost or stolen passport as soon as possible. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, report it online or contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. As of 1 July 2005, you need to pay an additional fee to have it replaced. In some cases, the Government may restrict the length of validity or type of replacement document. Your passport is a valuable document that is attractive to people who may try to use your identity to commit crimes. It should always be kept in a safe place. 

Local Conditions 

Driving in Bolivia outside urban areas, especially after dark, is hazardous as roads are in poor condition, vehicles are poorly maintained and there is a lack of sufficient street lighting. Accidents have occurred on tourist routes. 

The safety standards Australians might expect of tour operators are not always met especially when undertaking adventure sports. Sufficient life jackets for boats, rafts and kayaks are not always provided. 

The rainy season is November to March when landslides and flooding may occur. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Approaches by foreigners taking photographs have been misunderstood, particularly in remote areas. 

Penalties for drug offences are severe and include imprisonment. 

Children (under 18) who are Australian/Bolivian dual nationals, and are travelling alone to Bolivia, are required to present their birth certificate and written consent from both parents, translated into Spanish and certified by the nearest Bolivian embassy or consulate. 

It is a requirement to carry photographic identification (a photocopy of your passport is acceptable) at all times. 

It is illegal to remove any item that the Bolivian government considers to be a national treasure (i.e. pre-Columbian artefacts, certain historical paintings, items of Spanish colonial architecture and history, some native textiles, and certain flora, fauna and fossils). Excavation or collection of fossils without prior written authorisation is also illegal. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Bolivia, well in advance of travel. 

Australians travelling to Bolivia through the United States of America (USA), including those in transit in Honolulu or other USA points of entry, must meet USA entry/transit requirements. Travellers to Bolivia are advised to check their visa needs well in advance of travel with the nearest US Embassy or Consulate. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel advice for the USA. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

The altitude in La Paz (3800 metres) and other parts of Bolivia can cause problems for travellers, particularly those who suffer from lung, heart or chest problems. Healthy travellers may also feel the effects of the lack of oxygen. 

Cholera, dengue fever, hepatitis A, tuberculosis and typhoid fever are prevalent throughout Bolivia. Malaria and yellow fever are widespread in some regions of the country. 

Many doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing services, including emergency care. Travellers who require medical evacuation from Bolivia often face difficulties as many air ambulance services can not fly into La Paz due to the high altitude. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Bolivia. Australians may obtain consular assistance from the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in Chile at: 

Australian Embassy 
Isidora Goyenechea 3621 
13th Floor 
Las Condes SANTIAGO DE CHILE 
Telephone (56 2) 550 3500 
Facsimile (56 2) 331 5960 
Email consular.santiago@dfat.gov.au 

Limited consular assistance, which does not include the issue of Australian passports, may be obtained from: 

Australian Honorary Consulate 
Campos 265 
Between Avenida Arce and 6 de agosto 
La Paz, BOLIVIA 
Telephone (591 2) 243 3241 
Facsimile (591 2) 243 3737 

All Australians travelling to Bolivia, whether for tourism or business or for short or long stays, are encouraged to register with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Australians can register in person at any Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate or on-line. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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