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Travel Advisory: Bangladesh

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Sunday, 10 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 04 March 2005, 19:15:33, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security and local law and customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Bangladesh are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. We have concerns that terrorists in Bangladesh may be planning attacks against Western interests. 

Australians should avoid all travel to the Chittagong Hill Tracts region due to the high risk of kidnapping and politically motivated violence. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australians in Bangladesh are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. We have concerns that terrorists in Bangladesh may be planning attacks against Western interests. These could occur at any time and could be directed against any locations frequented by foreigners, including but not limited to, commercial and public areas, hotels, clubs, restaurants, bars, schools, marketplaces, places of worship, outdoor recreation events and tourist areas. 

There have been recent attacks against non-government organisation (NGO) premises resulting in a number of injuries. Islamic extremists have indicated their intention to continue attacks on NGOs in Bangladesh. 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

There are political tensions between rival political parties in Bangladesh and trouble could flare up almost anywhere and without notice. Political parties impose hartals (general strikes) and conduct public demonstrations, often at short notice. They are usually accompanied by violent confrontations between police and political activists. Gunfire on the streets can accompany these confrontations and there have been a number of bomb explosions associated with them in the past including at political rallies. During hartals, severe disruption can occur to government and transportation services, with closure of shops, commercial offices and business houses. Foreigners could easily be caught up in events. 

The risk of violence is higher on Friday afternoons after morning prayers. 

Personal Security 

Australians should avoid all travel to the Chittagong Hill Tracts region of Bangladesh where three foreign consultants were kidnapped for ransom in 2001 and a number of other kidnappings have occurred since then. The security situation is still unstable due to feuding between local tribes. 

Criminal violence and armed robbery are common in Bangladesh and unaccompanied females have been targetted in the past. Thieves also prey upon tourists travelling in rickshaws (a popular mode of transport) and bag snatching is common. 
Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

River craft, such as ferries may be overloaded or lack necessary life-saving equipment. 

During the monsoon season (June to September) flash flooding and landslides can occur with little warning throughout the country and services and transport are often affected. Water supply contamination from septic systems is possible during floods and water borne diseases are likely. 

In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. Parts of Bangladesh are in active seismic zones and are subject to earthquakes. 

Piracy occurs in the coastal areas of Bangladesh. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on piracy at sea. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences are severe and include the death penalty. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities, travellers should dress and behave conservatively. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy, High Commission or Consulate of Bangladesh, well in advance of travel. 

Australian citizens working in Bangladesh are required to obtain an Income Tax Clearance Certificate or an Income Tax Exemption Certificate prior to each departure from Bangladesh. Full details of the requirements and those exempted from these requirements can be obtained from the Bangladesh Board of Revenue. 

Health Issues 

Malaria and dengue fever occur in Bangladesh. Malaria is usually restricted to some rural areas, but dengue fever is common in urban areas, including Dhaka. Medical facilities are limited and evacuation is common for routine procedures. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the: 

Australian High Commission 
184 Gulshan Avenue 
Gulshan 
Dhaka 
Telephone (880 2) 881 3105 
Facsimile (880 2) 881 1125 
Website http://www.bangladesh.embassy.gov.au/ 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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