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I. Introduction 
     [1] Country conditions profiles are produced by the Department of State’s Office of Asylum Affairs for use by the Executive Office of Immigration Review and the Immigration and Naturalization Service in assessing asylum claims.PARDS.1a [FTN 1] They are written by State Department officers with expertise in the relevant area and are circulated for comment within the Department, including to overseas missions, and to other agencies if appropriate.PARDS.1b In addition to this profile, adjudicators may wish to consult the annual Country Report on Human Rights Practices as well as other available documents on the conditions in Somalia. PARDS.1c
II. Context and Overview of Recent Developments
     A. Historical Background
     [2] Somalia has been without a central government since its last president, dictator Mohammed Siad Barre, fled the country in 1991.PARDS.2a Subsequent fighting among rival faction leaders resulted in the killing, dislocation, and starvation of thousands of Somalis.PARDS.2b Ultimately, this led the United States and subsequently the United Nations to intervene militarily beginning in December 1992.PARDS.2c This intervention ended in March 1995 with the withdrawal of the last UN peacekeeping forces.PARDS.2d In 1997 in a conference in Cairo, all parties except two signed the`Cairo 
____________________
FTN 1: By regulation, the Department of State may provide information on country conditions to help adjudicators assess the accuracy of asylum applicants’ assertions about country conditions and their own experiences; likely treatment were the applicants to return; whether persons similarly situated are known to be persecuted; whether grounds for denial are known to exist; and other information relevant to determining the status of a refugee under the grounds specified in section 101(a)(42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act.      

Declaration,’ an agreement providing for a 13-person Council of Presidents, a Prime Minister and a National Assembly.PARDS.2e However, this agreement did not lead to a more permanent settlement due to the personal self-interest of the leaders involved or the interests of their clans. PARDS.2f
     B. Political Structure
     [3] For the vast majority of Somalis, the clan represents their fundamental group identification.PARDS.3a Thus, clan considerations are key to understanding Somali Party reality.PARDS.3b Since the collapse of a central authority, political factions are based on often-shifting alliances among clans, sub-clans and even sub-sub clans, and different factions have established control over various areas of the country.PARDS.3c These factions have vied, often violently, in an effort to dominate one another.PARDS.3d Some of the more powerful factions have sought to establish control over the nation as a whole. PARDS.3e
    [4] The August 1996 death of Mohammed Farah Aideed, the self-proclaimed but not internationally recognized `President’ of Somalia, prompted his successor and the leaders of rival factions to declare a temporary cease-fire has not been fully implemented.PARDS.4a Aideed has been replaced as the leader of the Somali National Alliance (SNA) by his son, Hussein Aideed.PARDS.4b This faction continues to assert that is the government of all Somalia.PARDS.4c However, the SNA has been engaged in frequent fighting in the Mogadishu area with forces supporting the breakaway former financier of the Aideed faction, Osman Atto, and with the Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA), led by Ali Mahdi.PARDS.4d The SNA has also engaged in fighting in Kismayo with the Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) of the Ogaden and Majerteen Clans;PARDS.4e and in the Bay and Bakool, regions with the Rahenweyn Resistance Army of the Digil and Mirifil clans.PARDS.4f No group controls more than a fraction of Somali territory. PARDS.4g
     [5] In May 1991, the northwest declared that it had seceded from Somalia and proclaimed itself a secessionist and separate `Republic of Somaliland.’PARDS.5a Somaliland has formed a government under the leadership of Mohammed Ibrahim Egal, and has a constitution, a parliament, a functioning civil court system, regional and municipal authorities, a moderately free press, and a strong local economy.PARDS.5b In July 1998, leaders in the northeast of the country proclaimed the formation of the `Puntland’ state.PARDS.5c That area is controlled by Abdullahi Yussuf, the military leader of the Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF).PARDS.5d Neither Puntland nor the Republic of Somaliland has received international recognition. PARDS.5e
     [6] Since the departure in March 1995 of the last peacekeeping forces, security has been provided by clan-based militias that report to the predominant factional leaders in each region.PARDS.6a In some cases, these militias are supplemented by local police forces that were established under UNOSOM in the early 1990s and continue to function with varying degrees of effectiveness.PARDS.6b Repeated intervention by Ethiopian troops helped to maintain order in the Gedo region, a base of support for a local radical Islamic group, Al-Ittihad. PARDS.6c
     [7] There is no national judicial system.PARDS.7a In the continued absence of national institutions, the judiciary in most regions of the country relies on some combination of traditional and customary justice, Islamic (Shari’a) law and the penal code of the pre-1991 Siad Barre government.PARDS.7b Some regions have established local courts that depend on the predominant local clan and associated faction for their authority.PARDS.7c Shari’a courts continue to operate in several regions of the country, filling the vacuum created by the absence of normal government authority.PARDS.7d Unlike in past years, there are no longer reports of the use of harsh physical punishments such as stonings or amputations by Shari’a courts.PARDS.7e In the northwest, the self-proclaimed Republic of Somaliland adopted a new constitution based on democratic principles, but continues to use the pre-1991 Somali Penal Code.PARDS.7f There is a shortage of qualified judges in Somaliland.PARDS.7g In Bardera, Courts apply a combination of Islamic Shari’a law and the formal penal code.PARDS.7h In south Mogadishu, a segment of north Mogadishu, the Lower Shabelle and parts of the Gedo and Hiran regions, court decisions are based solely on Shari’a law.PARDS.7i There are five Islamic courts operating in Mogadishu which are aligned with different subclans: these courts administer summary punishments, including executions, in the city and its environs. PARDS.7j
     C. Economic Situation
     [8] Insecurity, bad weather, and crop-destroying pests has helped worsen the country’s already dire economic situation.PARDS.8a A ban against the export of livestock to the Gulf states and to Saudi Arabia also worsened matters, although the ban was lifted in May 1999.PARDS.8b During some times of the year, livestock exports accounted for far more than half the trade from Somali ports.PARDS.8c The country’s economic problems caused a serious lack of employment opportunities and led to pockets of malnutrition in Mogadishu and some other communities. PARDS.8d
III. Claims and Other Relevant Conditions  

     [9] The vast majority of claims for asylum from Somalis assert fear of violence associated with inter-clan fighting that has scarred the country since 1991.PARDS.9a While these claims may touch on issues of political opinion, ethnicity, and religion, we have chosen, for organizational reasons to discuss these claims most comprehensively in section E (claims based on social group), because clan affiliation appears to be of primary importance. PARDS.9b
     A. Claims Based on Political Opinion
          1. Claims of Past Persecution
     [10] We have seen a relatively small group of claims based on alleged past persecution by the often brutal Siad Barre regime.PARDS.10a However, as noted above, that regime was overthrown in 1991.PARDS.10b In past years, close relatives of former President Barre, as well as senior security and military officials of his regime, were at some risk in many sections of the country from those bent on revenge.PARDS.10c However, such individuals no longer appear to be at risk due to their connections with the Barre regime. PARDS.10d
          2. U.N. Ties
     [11] Somalis with close ties to the U.N., especially those who worked with the U.N.’s political apparatus, may be at risk, particularly if they are identified – rightly or wrongly – as having opposed the Aideed faction.PARDS.11a With the elder Aideed’s death, and a subsequent decline in his faction’s influence, such claims have greatly decreased. PARDS.11b
         3. Political Violence
     [12] Political violence and banditry have been endemic in Somalia since the revolt against Siad. Barre.PARDS.12a Tens of thousands of Somalis, mostly noncombatants, have died in inter-factional and inter-clan fighting.PARDS.12b Although many civilians have been killed in the course of the fighting, politically motivated extrajudicial murder is less common.PARDS.12c Extrajudicial killings generally are centered on conflicts over land or over job disputes.PARDS.12d There have been no known recent reports of unresolved politically motivated disappearances, although cases might easily have been concealed among the thousands of refugees, displaced persons, and war dead.PARDS.12e Kidnappings remain a problem, particularly for relief workers.PARDS.12f Militia working for Islamic courts in Mogadishu occasionally summarily executed persons suspected of criminal acts.PARDS.12g The overwhelming majority of violence in Somalia is linked to either criminal activity, inter-clan rivalry, which is discussed in section III. E.PARDS.12h
     [13] The lack of a functioning central authority has also meant the de facto denial of political rights for most Somalis.PARDS.13a The pre-eminence of clan considerations have eroded the protection citizens might normally expect to receive from their government. PARDS.13b
           4. Major Political Organizations
     [14] The following brief descriptions of the major political organizations in Somalia were taken, in large part, from a publication from the Swiss Federal Office of Refugee Affairs.PARDS.14a It is recommended that this section be read in conjunction with section III. E, which discusses the clan system. PARDS.14b
     [15] RRA, Rahanweyn Resistance Army - The RRA was founded in 1995 by members of the Digil and Mirifile clans to fight against Aideed and the SNA in the Bay and Bakool regions of central Somalia.PARDS.15a They have no affiliation with a larger clan, and therefore began their own movement to defend their territory. PARDS.15b  
     [16] SDA, Somalia Democratic Alliance – The SDA was found in November 1989 by members of the Gadaboursi clan.PARDS.16a Its leader is Mohammed Farah Abdilahi.PARDS.16b The SDA attempts to exert control in the north of the country in the region of Boroma, and Zeila.PARDS.16c Although the Gadaboursi clan was affiliated with the Marehan clan of former President Siad Barre, it has been more closely allied with the Issaq clan and the Somali National Movement (SNM) since Barre’s fall.PARDS.16d The SDA has no military wing, but does have a small militia. PARDS.16e
     [17] SDM, Somali Democratic Movement – The SDM appeared in the beginning of 1991.PARDS.17a It is primarily made up of farmers from the Rahanwein and Digil clans who have settled between the Juba and Shebelle rivers in the southeast.PARDS.17b The SDM split, with one group under the leadership of Mohammed Nur Ali supporting Mohammed Aideed’s SNA and the other supporting Ali Mahdi Mohammed’s SSA.PARDS.17c The SDN is now led by Mohammed Ali Hammed.PARDS.17d His present relationship to the SNA and SSA is not known. PARDS.17e
     [18] SNA, Somali National Alliance – The SNA was formed in the spring of 1992 by the coming together of four groups active in the southern and central parts of Somalia.PARDS.18a These groups were the United Somali Congress (USC/Aideed faction), the Somali Patriotic Front (SPF), the Somali Democratic Movement (SDM), and Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM).PARDS.18b The SNA was led, until his death in July 1996, by Mohammed Farah Aideed.PARDS.18c It leader is now Mohammed Aideed’s son, Hussein, but a breakaway element is led by former Aideed financier Osman Atto.PARDS.18d The SNA is composed of Habr Gedir sub-clans Ayr, Saad and Suleiman.PARDS.18e The SNA controls some of the south.PARDS.18f It was expelled from the Bay and Bakool regions in June 1999. PARDS.18g
     [19] SNF, Somali National Front – The SNF was formed in 1991 and joined together various Darod sub-clans (Dulbahante, Majertain, Mareehan, Ogaden, Warsangali) that are fighting the Hawiye of the United Somali Congress (USC).PARDS.19a The SNF leader is General Omar Haji Harssi, a onetime officer in Siad Barre’s army.PARDS.19b The SNF is currently allied with Aideed and the SNA. PARDS.19c
     [20] SPF, Somali Patriotic Front – This organization was founded in 1991 by the small Mirifle clain in the south.PARDS.20a The SPF is trying to distance itself from the Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) of the Ogaden clan.PARDS.20b The SPF has positions close to those in the Somali National Movement and participates in the Somali National Alliance. PARDS.20c
     [21] SPM, Somali Patriotic Movement – The SPM was founded in August 1989.PARDS.21a It concentrates its activities in the south (near Kismayo).PARDS.21b It is dominated by the Ogaden clan. The SPM is split into two factions.PARDS.21c One faction, under the leadership of Colonel Ahmed Omar Jess, has formed an alliance with the Somali National Alliance (SNA).PARDS.21d The other faction (from the Ogaden sub-clan Awilhan), under the leadership of General Aden Abdullahi Nur Gabivo, has supported the Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA) of Ali Mahdi Mohammed. PARDS.21e         
     [22] SSA, Somali Salvation Alliance - The SSA, led by Ali Mahdi Mohammed, was founded in November 1993.PARDS.22a The SSA is also called the `Group of 12,’ because it is an amalgamation of 12 different parties.PARDS.22b The SSA once controlled the northern part of Mogadishu.PARDS.22c
     [23] SSDF, Somali Salvation Democratic Front – The SSDF was formed in 1981 as a coalition of the Somali Salvation Front (SSF), the Somali Workers Party (SWP), and the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Somalia (DFLS).PARDS.23a Prior to 1991 the SSDF operated from Ethiopian territory.PARDS.23b The SSDF is made up primarily of members of the Majerteen clans (Darod) under the political leadership of Mohammed Abshir.PARDS.23c The SSDF controls the northeastern part of the country called Puntland.PARDS.23d The military leader of the SSDF, Col. Abdullahi Yugguf, had once been allied with the late `President Aideed. PARDS.23e
     [24] SSNM, Somali Salvation National Movement – The militia of the Dir clan is led by Col. Abdi Warsame.PARDS.24a It was originally a member of the SNA, but switched allegiance to Ali Mahdi Mohammed’s SSA when Aideed engaged in armed combat against UNOSOM troops. PARDS.24b
     [25] USC, United Somali Congress – Founded in 1989, the USC represents the interests of the Hawiye clain.PARDS.25a It concentrates its activities in the center of the country, especially in the Mogadishu area.PARDS.25b The interim Chairman of the USC is Hussain Ali Shidow.PARDS.25c The USC has been split into two warring factions since November 1991.PARDS.25d Self-proclaimed President Ali Mahdi Mohammed belongs to the Abgal clan, while his late rival, Mohammed Farah Aideed, was a member of the Habr Gedir clan, both sub-clans of the Hawiye.PARDS.25e
     [26] USF, United Somali Front – The USF was founded in 1989 by members of the small Issa clan who split from the Somali National Movement.PARDS.26a It was originally called the National United Front of Somalia (NUFS).PARDS.26b The Issa, who hold important positions in neighboring Djibouti, support the SNM split.PARDS.26c The leader of the USF is Abdul Rahman Duale Ali.PARDS.26d The USF is located in the Awdal region of the self-proclaimed Republic of Somaliland. PARDS.26e
     B. Claims Based on Race
     [27] More than 80 percent of the population share a common language, religion (Sunni Islam), and culture.PARDS.27a We are not aware of any cases of claimed persecution based on race, nor have we seen any mention of this in the literature we have reviewed.PARDS.27b Some minority tribes may be discriminated against based in part on a different ethnic origin.PARDS.27c Discussion of treatment of minority tribes and clans is included in Section E.PARDS.27d
     C. Claims Based on Nationality

     [28] Given the basically homogenous nature of the population, we have not encountered any recent claims based on nationality in the commonly accepted sense of that word.PARDS.28a Nor have we seen any discussion of persecution based on nationality in the literature we reviewed. PARDS.28b 

     D. Claims Based on Religion 

     [29] Somalis are overwhelmingly Sunni Muslims.PARDS.29a Local tradition and past law make it a crime to proselytize for any religion except Islam.PARDS.29b Some local administrations in Somalia have made Islam the official religion in their regions, in addition to establishing a judicial system based on Shari’a law.PARDS.29c Non-Sunni Muslims often are viewed with suspicion by the Sunni majority.PARDS.29d There is strong social pressure to respect Islamic traditions, especially in fundamentalist enclaves such as Luuq, in the Gedo region.PARDS.29e Al-Ittihad is particularly strong in this area. PARDS.29f
     [30] There is a small, low profile Christian Community.PARDS.30a Christians face societal harassment is [IF] they proclaim their religion.PARDS.30b As long as they refrain from proselytizing, Christian-based international relief organizations generally operate without interference.PARDS.30c We have seen no recent asylum claims based on religion. PARDS.30d
     E. Claims based on Social Group
          1. Clans    
     [31] Clans are the key social group for virtually all Somalis.PARDS.31a There is widespread inter-clan and sub-clan strife in the country.PARDS.31b Most asylum claims from Somalis are based on fears of retaliation of some kind from members of other clans or sub-clans – based primarily on the applicant’s own clan or sub-clan membership. PARDS.31c
     [32] Widespread inter-clan fighting has subsided in the northern area of the country, but continues in pockets of the south, especially Kismayo.PARDS.32a Although there were credible but unconfirmed reports of the use of torture by various warring factions against each other and civilians in earlier years, we are not aware of such reports during the last year.PARDS.32b All Somali factions reportedly have held prisoners arbitrarily, but there were no known estimates of the number held at any one time.PARDS.32c Hostage taking, often for ransom, and other forms of harassment of foreign citizens in particular personnel from international relief agencies – in some instances led humanitarian organizations either to withdraw from the country or substantially reduce their activities. PARDS.32d
     [33] Virtually all the leaders of the warring clans have been responsible for widespread suffering and serious violations of human rights, including killing numerous combatants and even civilians belonging to rival clans.PARDS.33a Roving armed bandits continue to terrorize local populations and their leaders in some areas, but they appear to be motivated by sheer thuggery and a desire for goods rather than by political motives.PARDS.33b Despite these bandits, conditions in the countryside are more stable than they gave been in past years.PARDS.33c Thousands of refugees have turned to the southern part of the country – presumably because they though it safe to do so.PARDS.33d However, international organizations have singled out only the northeast and northwest parts of the country as stable enough for potential development assistance. PARDS.33e  

     [34] In our view, there is no automatic correlation between clan affiliation and danger of persecution.PARDS.34a Whether fears based on clan or sub-clan membership are well founded would depend on the nature and durability of the alleged threat and particularly on the applicant’s location in the country.PARDS.34b A person belonging to one clan might well be at serious risk if found in the territory of a rival clan but be at no risk if in an area controlled by members of his own clan. PARDS.34c
     [35] Many educated Somalis have lives for years in Mogadishu and therefore have only tenuous ties to the home region of their clan.PARDS.35a Mogadishu remains one of the most dangerous spots in the country. PARDS.35b 

             a. The Four Dominant Clans
     [36] The four dominant Somali clans are the Issaq in the north;PARDS.36a the Darod in the northeast horn and along the Kenyan border;PARDS.36b the Hawiye in the central region stretching north from Mogadishu;PARDS.36c and the traditionally less powerful Rahanweyn clan in the Bay and Bakool regions.PARDS.36d Each of the major clans is divided into an intricate web of sub-clans and sub-sub-clans, which often both feud and form alliances in a constantly shifting pattern.PARDS.36e There is continual fluctuation in the relative power of traditional clan leaders and the leaders of clan-based militias and factions. PARDS.36f
        Issaq Clan

     [37] The Isaaq clan currently has control over the established Republic of Somaliland in the northwestern part of the country.PARDS.37a Isaaq is divided into five main sub-clans:  

     Eidagalla (Iidigale)

     Habr Yunis

     Habr Awal

     Habr Toljala

     Habr Jaico (Jalo)

     [38] Somaliland is relatively stable and free of warfare compared with the rest of the country.PARDS.38a In general, the Republic of Somaliland is regarded as safe, and the UNHCR has begun large-scale repatriation efforts from neighboring refugee camps in Ethiopia and Djibouti.PARDS.38b 60,000 refugees were expected to be repatriated in 1998, although the actual number was closer to 30,000.PARDS.38c The President of Somaliland warned that the economy was not strong enough to support the influx, and that many of those repatriated would become internally displaced instantly.PARDS.38d International aid will be a factor in determining the ability of the area to absorb large-scale repatriation. PARDS.38e
     Hawiye Clan

     [39] The Hawiye Clan continues to vie for control of parts of southern Somalia with Darod sub-clans.PARDS.39a Aideed’s forces are composed mainly of Hawiye clansmen split into Abgal and Habr Gedir factions.PARDS.39b Aideed himself is part of the Habr Gedir/Saad sub-clan.PARDS.39c There are 10 main sub-clans of the Hawiye and several of those are split into smaller sub-clans:

     Duduble

     Murosad (e)

     Gurreh

     Mobilen

     Ajuran

     Abgal

     Sheikel (Siikel)

     Gugandebe (with four sub-clans)

          Bade Cadale

          Degodia (Dagoodiye)

          Galjal

          Jajeele 

     Habr Gedir (with four sub-clans)

          Ayr

          Saad

          Sarur

           Suleiman

     Hawadle (with nine sub-clans)

           Agoon

           Cabdelle

           Aaden Warsame

           Cabdi Yusuf

           Cali Madaxweyne

           Ibrahim Ciise

           Salemaal

           Yabardige

           Y. Madaxweyne

     Darod Clan

      [40] The Darod have control over the northeast part of Somalia known as Puntland and have managed to maintain relative stability there through the Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF), led by the Majerteen sub-clan under Abdullahi Yussuf.PARDS.40a Darod has five main sub-clans:

     Dolbohanta (Dulbahante)

     Marehan

     Warsangali

     Ogaden

     Majerteen (Majertain) (with six sub-clans)

          Osman Mahmood

          Issa Mahmood

          Omar Mahmood

          Ali Suleiman

          Sinakroon

          Ali Jibril

     Dir Clan

     [41] The Dir control pockets in southern and northwestern Somalia but have no stable region of dominance and control.PARDS.41a They are divided into three main sub-clans:

     Gadaboursi or Samaroon

     Issa

     Bimale

     [42] In the northeast, the Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF) controls the traditionally Majertain homeland, while in the southern and central regions the United Somali Congress (USC) dominates.PARDS.42a The USC is split into three warring Hawiye factions, one now led by Hussein Aideed, another by Ali Mahdi Mohammed, and the third by Osman Atto. In the south, where Darod clans are strong, remnants of Siad Barre’s Somali National Front (SNF) have been fighting other groups, including the Ogandeni Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) headed by Omar Jess. PARDS.42b
          b. Mixed Clan Heritage
     [43] We have seen a few recent claims based on having one’s mother from one clan and father from another – thus allegedly causing double jeopardy.PARDS.43a However, having mixed parentage is not all uncommon.PARDS.43b Husbands in polygamous marriages often take women from several clans to broaden their support base in the community.PARDS.43c The offspring of parents from different clans can then look to two groups for support – their father’s clan as well as their mother’s clan.PARDS.43d Because wives or mothers are often from another clan, they can sometimes serve as a conduit between their husbands, sons and brothers. PARDS.43e
         c. Minority Clans and Castes [FTN 2]
     [44] Much of the violence that occurred after the arrival of international peacekeepers that occurred after the arrival of international peacekeepers took place in areas occupied by the country’s minorities.PARDS.44a As currently used by both Somalis and foreigners, the term `minority’ refers to any clan or community that does not belong genealogically to one of the four `noble’ clan families of darod, Hawiye, Isaaq or Dir.PARDS.44b `Noble’ in this sense refers to the widespread belief that members of the major clans are descended from a common ancestor, and that the minority clans have a different – usually mixed – percentage, with some Asian, Oromo or Bantu ancestors. PARDS.44c 

     [45] If one includes the agro-pastoral Rahanweyn clans of the inter-river zone, the so-called minority clans probably make up one-third of the population.PARDS.45a Most of them live in relatively small, distinct communities throughout the south, and often speak local dialects and marry within their own or other minority clans.PARDS.45b Often they live a sedentary farming lifestyle as opposed to the nomadic lifestyle of the four major clans.PARDS.45c
     [46] The minority clans speak a variety of local and regional dialects, a fact that further isolated them from the centers of power following the 1972 decision to make the north and central Somali dialect the official written national language.PARDS.46a There is little question that members of the major clans have regarded the southern minority clans with condescension and even disdain, and have felt it unnecessary to incorporate them into the major clan coalitions that have governed the country since 1960. PARDS.46b
     [47] While the minority clans were not, as a rule, singled out as military targets by the post-Barre militias, they were victimized repeatedly by armed gunmen of all affiliations.PARDS.47a Their homes have been subjected to searches and looting, women have been raped and elder are intimidated.PARDS.47b In general, the minority clans have had little recourse 
____________________

FTN 2: Some of the information in this section is drawn from an occasional paper prepared in May 1995 by Lee Cassanelli of the Research Directorate of the Immigration Review Board of Canada. We believe this may be an unpublished paper. We have edited the text in places to make it more concise, but have taken care to preserve the basic thrust of the author’s presentation.  

against the successive waves of militiamen and bandits that scoured the countryside.PARDS.47c There are indications that as the various militias continue to infiltrate the districts where military clans live their political leaders are attempting to legitimate the takeovers by claiming that coastal gibil’aad (`white skin’) and rural Bantu peoples are not really Somalis.PARDS.47d  

     [48] Bajuni: The Bajuni are a small community of perhaps 3,000 or 4,000 persons who are predominantly sailors and fisherman.PARDS.48a They live in small communities along the Indian Ocean coastline and on some of the larger offshore islands between Kismayu and Mombasa, Kenya.PARDS.48b There are also substantial numbers of families living in Kismayu, and smaller number in Mogadishu and Brava.PARDS.48c Many have lighter skin and hair than other Somalis, although locals usually distinguish them by their primary language, Kibajuni, which is a dialect of Swahili.PARDS.48d Those who live or work in the mainland towns also speak Somali.PARDS.48e Only a handful has received a western education. PARDS.48f
     [49] Banjunis do not seem to have been targeted for personal or political attack during the fighting.PARDS.49a Because of their maritime mobility, they have not been in as much danger as other minority clans.PARDS.49b Many Bajunis relocate to Kenya because their capacity to market fish and repair boats continues to be threatened by the presence of armed militias, who typically steal their equipment and resell it at exorbitant prices.PARDS.49c The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) announced in its 1999 Global Appeal that fishing boats had been purchased with the expectation that those Bajuni in Mombasa, Kenya will begin to repatriate. PARDS.49d
     [50] Barawans (Bravans) or `Rer Barava:’ The Barawans are generally involved involved in commercial and fishing trades.PARDS.50a While sharing the vulnerability factors common to other minority clans, residents of the coastal town of Brava seem to have been singled out for harassment from the early stages of the civil war.PARDS.50b In 1993 a UNOSOM official wrote that `no other ethnic or social group has experienced such sustained and brutal treatment at the hands of roving bandits and shifting armed factions.’PARDS.50c He added that `other coastal peoples in southern Somalia, all associated with long-standing commercial activities, have experienced similar atrocities.PARDS.50d Most of the `Hamar-Weyn’ community in the old quarter of Mogadishu has been driven out of the country, and the small Swahili and Indian population in Kismayu has been forced to flee as well.’PARDS.50e
     [51] Members of the four major clans have made it abundantly clear that, historical evidence notwithstanding, they consider the Barawans and other coastal peoples to be foreigners.PARDS.51a Bravans interviewed in Mombasa in November 1993 reported a consistent pattern of looting, rapes and intimidation by the succession of militias that moved in and out of Brava.PARDS.51b A former mayor of Brava recorded no fewer than 10 occupations of the town by various militias between January 1991 and May 1992.PARDS.51c They had no affiliations with larger clans to help protect them, and in many cases their neutrality made them suspect to both sides.PARDS.51d In many cases they were also dependent on fixed assets such as tools or fishing boats.PARDS.51e Many Barawans who left home cannot return because they have no way to reclaim land or properties. PARDS.51f
     [52] Bantu: In the Somali context, the term `Bantu’ was historically applied to individuals presumed to have come from east Africa, and it usually connoted slave origins and low status.PARDS.52a More recently they term has acquired a more positive political content, as it has been taken up by Bantu Somalis who have formed their own political organization the Somali African Muki Organization, or SAMO – to press for international recognition.PARDS.52b Some Bantu leaders also use the term `Jareer,’ which formerly was applied to all dark-skinned `African’ looking Somalis, to mark their identity as part of a conscious political movement. PARDS.52c
     [53] The Bantu or Jareer who live along the lower Juba, collectively known as Gosha (people of the bush), include distinct groups like the Zigua, Magindo, Makua, Manyasa, Mushunguli and Yao.PARDS.53a In all likelihood, their ancestors came to Somalia as slaves in the nineteenth century.PARDS.53b Over the next few generations, many converted to Islam, lea5rned to speak Somali, and even assimilated into local clans, although they retained their low status as ex-slaves in the eyes of the majority. PARDS.53c
     [54] Other Jareer are long-time inhabitants of farming villages along the Shabelle river from Qorioley to Beled Weyn, and of interriver settlements like Bur Heybe and Baidoa.PARDS.54a Historically, most of these groups have been `clients’ of dominant pastoral clans and have depended on these pastoralists for protection and trade.PARDS.54b While some of the Shabelle valley Jareer have suffered from the warefare of the past several years, they have undergone much less displacement than the Bantu minority clans (Gosha) of the Juba valley. PARDS.54c
     [55] Some portions of the Bantu population have, over the past century, partially assimilated into Somali society and still consider Somalia their home (for example, those long resident in Kismayu, the Bay region and along the Shabelle).PARDS.55a However, others, particularly along the lower and middle Juba, have tended to preserve their distinct cultural and linguistic traditions, and thus are more likely to continue to identify with their east African tribe of origin.PARDS.55b Moreover, although all minority landholders seem to be increasingly at risk of land dispossession, over the past two decades the Bantu of the Juba valley have been victims of land dispossession and state confiscation to a greater extent than have their counterparts in other districts.PARDS.55c Bantu are often the target of attack for their crops and in some cases they have been forced into slave labor on plantations by Aideed’s forces. PARDS.55d
     [56] Benadiri or `Rer Hamar’ (People of Mogadishu): The Benadiri are a coastal people, living mostly in Mogadishu.PARDS.56a They are famous for knitting the Alindi cloth, and the majority practice commercial occupations.PARDS.56b Their group has the greatest number of professionals, bankers, businessmen, skilled personnel, etc., and most live in Mogadishu.PARDS.56c Like the Barawans, the Beadiri are especially vulnerable to attack.PARDS.56d When order disintegrated in 1991, they were among the wealthiest Somalis, which caused resentment, but their neutral, unarmed status left them unable to defend themselves.PARDS.56e Unaligned with any faction and with no links to Somali lineage, Benadiris were easy prey during the civil war.PARDS.56f Their land, property and businesses were taken.PARDS.56g Most Benadiris fled in the early years of the fighting and have little or nothing to which to return.PARDS.56h The Benadiri have numerous tribes, including:

     Shanshi                 

     Asharaf

     Morshe

     Bandabo

     Dabarweyne

     Rer Manyo

     Amudi

     Bafadal

     Iskashato

     [57] Rahanweyn (Reewin): The term Rahanweyn or Reewin refers to about three dozen clans that inhabit the interriver zone of the south.PARDS.57a They are concentrated in the Bay and southern bakool regions, but they also form substantial minorities in Geedo and the lower and middle Juba and lower Shabelle regions.PARDS.57b They are distinguished from the four major clans due to their sedentary, agricultural lifestyle.PARDS.57c They are also distinguishable from most Somalis in their use of af-maay, a regional dialect that serves as a lingua franca among the various Rahanweyn groups, several of whom also speak distinct local dialects Af-maay differs substantially from the af-mahaad version of Somali that was made the official written language or Somalia in 1972, and which most Rahanweyn feel disadvantages them in their efforts to achieve literacy and full participation in society. PARDS.57d
     [58] The most vulnerable Rahanweyn sub-clans are those living adjacent to territory controlled by the heavily armed militias of the SNF (near Bardera and Sakow Weyn), SNA (around Bur Hakaba and Wanle Weyn) and SPM (around Dinsor and in the districts north of Hoddur).PARDS.58a While these `buffer zones’ protect the Rahanweyn of Baidoa and Hoddur from outside clan militias, they also put local residents at risk of intimidation, random banditry and political pressure to join rival factional conditions.PARDS.58b Thus, while the Rahanweyn as a whole are much less at risk than they were in the early phased of the conflict, some groups, especially in the border areas with other clans, remain vulnerable to predation and displacement in the event of renewed warfare for the valuable interriver pasture and farm districts. PARDS.58c
     [59] Digil: The Digil also speak the af-maay dialect, and some consider the Digil clan a subgroup of Rahanweyn.PARDS.59a Both are closely related through language and culture. Digil is divided into four sub-clans:

     Geledi

     Begeda (Bagadi)

     Garre

     Dabarre

     [60] Mirifle: Rahanweyen Mirifle, another subgroup, has two subdivision, Sagaal and Siyeed. Sagaal has three main sub-clans: PARDS.60a
     Hadama

     Luway

     Gasargudda

     [61] Siyeed has four main sub-clans: PARDS.61a
     Harien

     Heraw

     Emid

     Elay

     [62] There are other sub-clans of each of these subgroups, but they are quite small, and the distinction of being Rahanweyn/Digil is the most important for asylum purposes. PARDS.62a
     [63] Closely related to these sub-clans are the Tunni (Tuni), Jiddo and Biyomal groups.PARDS.63a Some consider these groups sub-clans of Digil and others feel they are distinct.PARDS.63b The Tunni and Biyomal were originally part of the nomadic `noble’ clans until they settled.PARDS.63c All are also agricultural.PARDS.63d The Tunni have eight sub-clans: PARDS.63e
     Shangemas (Shamganaas)

     Dafrarad (Da’faraad)    

     Wirilli (Wiriile)

     Goygaal (Gooygaali)

     Daqtira (Daakhtira)

     Ajowa (Hajuuwa)

     Hatimi

     Bidda

          d. Caste Groups
     [64] These clans, collectively known in the ethnographic literature as `sab,’ include the Tomal (Tumal), Lidgan, and Yibir.PARDS.64a There is also a small hunter-gatherer caste called the Boni which occupy lower Juba.PARDS.64b Outside observers have sometimes considered them `outcastes’ because traditionally they could only marry among themselves and other clans considered them ritually polluted. PARDS.64c
     [65] In more recent times many `sab’ families have migrated to the cities, where they have been employed by politicians in the more powerful clans as drivers, bodyguards and spies.PARDS.65a For example, Siad Barre elevated several Midgan to important positions in the ministries of defense and education.PARDS.65b With no independent clan base or status of their own, such appointees could be trusted to carry out orders. PARDS.65c Other clans also employed Tomal, Midgan and Yibir families.PARDS.65d Traditionally the Midgan were blacksmiths and barbers, and are divided into the Muuse Dirrye sub-clan in the west and the Madiban sub-clan in the east.PARDS.65e The Tumaal are traditionally tanners and the Yibir are traditionally peddlers and magicians. PARDS.65f
     [66] While as a group these `saab’ minorities did not pose a significant threat to any other clan, particular individuals and families who had visibly supported the old regime were vulnerable to retaliation. PARDS.66a
     [67] Other Midgan, Tomal or Tibir may have been targeted during the civil strife.PARDS.67a Because they have no natural clan allies in the wider society, and no collective voice in political circles, they can be attacked with impunity. PARDS.67b 

     2. Female Genital Mutilation 

     [68] Female Genital Mutilation (FSM), which is widely condemned by international experts as damaging to both physical and psychological health, is widespread in Somali society and culture.PARDS.68a Estimates place the percentage of women who have been subject to FGM at 98 percent.PARDS.68b It is well established in all areas of the country and in most, if not all, of the ethnic groups.PARDS.68c It is commonly performed on girls as young as six or seven years of age. PARDS.68d
     [69] An estimated 80 percent of all FGM operations consist of the Pharaonic circumcision, also known as infibulations.PARDS.69a This form of cutting is the most severe and harmful of the various types of FGM.PARDS.69b During infibulations the clitoris and some or all of the small genital lips are cut away. An incision is made in the large lips so the raw surface can be stitched together, covering the urethra and most of the vagina.PARDS.69c Only a small opening, about the size of a pencil, is left to pass urine and menstrual blood.PARDS.69d Infibulation can result not only in severe physical pain but also psychological stress and depression. PARDS.69e
     [70] In the cities, the operation often takes place in a private hospital under anesthetization to limit the negative consequences of FGM.PARDS.70a If the operation is performed in a rural village, the operation is performed with no anesthesia by a person, usually an elderly woman, with no medical training called an excisor.PARDS.70b The excisor in Somalia, unlike in those in some other African countries, are not particularly well respected.PARDS.70c They do not wield a great deal of power or have much status within the traditional power structure. PARDS.70d
     [71] Somalis believe that FGM is a religious obligation.PARDS.71a The concept of family honor is also involved. Many believe that FGM ensures virginity, and that the family’s honor will also remain intact if the daughters are subject to FGM.PARDS.71b Women who have not undergone FGM may be considered to be harlots and command a lower bridge price or dowry.PARDS.71c
     [72] IN 1988 the Siad government forbade any form of FGM in government hospitals and adopted a policy favoring the complete eradication of all forms of FGM.PARDS.72a At one time, there was a fair amount of outreach activity aimed at discouraging FGM.PARDS.72b Due to the eventual absence of any central authority, however, the anti-FGM policy was not effectively implemented, and there is currently no law outlawing FGM.PARDS.72c As noted above, there is also no national judicial system.PARDS.72d Some regions have established local courts that render judgments based on traditional and customary law.PARDS.72e Islamic Shari’a law, the penal code of the defunct Siad Barre government, or some combination of the three.PARDS.72f We believe it is unlikely such systems would uphold anti-FGM relief given the strong foundation FGM enjoys in traditional society.PARDS.72g There does not appear to be any effective protection at present from FGM for an unwilling woman or girl. PARDS.72h
IV. Other Consideration for Adjudicators      

     [73] Asylum applicants frequently cite fears for their personal safety caused by the ongoing civil conflict in may parts of their country.PARDS.73a Because of the continuing violent and chaotic situation in parts of the country and the present absence of any clear governmental authority, such fears are understandable and often credible.PARDS.73b It is clear that a potentially dangerous situation exists in some parts of the country. PARDS.73c
     [74] There have been difficulties with refugee camps in Kenya, where many Somali refugees are located. PARDS.74a The Utanga camp was closed in April of 1995.PARDS.74b The Jomyu refugee camp in Mombasa was closed in December 1998 and the only remaining camps are at Kakuma and Dadaab.PARDS.74c The Dadaab location in [is] split into the camps of Dagahley, Ifo and Hagadera.PARDS.74d The Government of Kenya has closed down two camps since 1997 in order to encourage repatriation and had threatened to close all of the camps in Kenya.PARDS.74e However, after discussions between the Government and the UNHCR, the other camps remain open and approximately 127,000 Somali refugees are currently in Kenya. PARDS.74f
     [75] Thousands of Somali refugees also occupy camps in Eritrea, Djibouti and Ethiopia.PARDS.5a0 Ethiopia contains the greatest number, with approximately 195,000 occupying the camps around Jijiga: Aysha, Darwanaji, Terefi Ber, Hartishek, Kebribeya, Camaboker, Rabasso and Daror.PARDS.75b However, refugees in this area are being encouraged to peraticipate in repatriation programs to Somaliland.PARDS.75c The Harsile camp in Eritrea contains approximately 2,300 refugees and the Hol-Hol and Ali-Adde camps in Djibouti are the temporary home of 21,600 refugees.PARDS.75d
Appendix I

Chronology of Significant Recent Events
     [76] (A chronology of significant events was added to our Profiles beginning in the fall of 1996. In most cases, resource constraints have prevented us from reconstructing a chronology of events that happened prior to this date. While we attempt to keep these chronologies up-to-date, the fact that an event is not mentioned does not necessarily mean that event did not occur.) a
Date                                
Significance
January 1991

President Barre flees Mogadishu, central 

                                         government collapses.    

December 1992

US led intervention to combat widespread anarchy, 

                                    
starvation.

March 1993


The UN takes control of the intervention with 

                                          UNOSOM.

March 1994


US forces withdraw from Somalia.
March 1995


UNOSOM withdraws

August 1996

Death of self-proclaimed `President’ Aideed.

December 1997

Cairo Declaration providing for new national 

                                         government structure signed by all except two 

                                         parties.

July 1998


Hussein Aideed and Ali Mahdi Mohammed agree 

                                          to form a joint provincial administration, but this 

                                          agreement did not lead to a more permanent 

                                          settlement.

May 1999


Ban on Somali livestock by Saudi Arabia and UAE 

                                         lifted.   

     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State (D.o.S.), its anonymous authors and editors, not PARDS. 
     A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients. Prospective and current petitioners for asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention Against Torture (CAT), and their attorneys are encouraged to order a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the D.o.S. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Reports, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports, and Issue Paper series. The aforementioned D.o.S. reports are neither accurate, complete, nor reliable sources through which to come to understand the range of realities presenting on the ground in the country at issue and thus an inappropriate means by which to objectively and authoritatively assess claim merit.

     1. D.o.S. is a political, not an academic institution.  
     2. Content of a D.o.S. report is designed to quantify and advance the foreign and domestic policy interests of the administration in power at the time of their release, reward, provide a pass to, and overlook significant human rights abuses presenting within the borders of friendly nations, and to be somewhat more forthcoming regarding the realities presenting on the ground in those less so. D.o.S. reports were not intended to serve as the single most authoritative means by which to verify the meritorious nature of asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention Against Torture (CAT) based claims.  

     3. Discerning consumers will note the distortions written into, but find greatest significance in the omissions edited out of the aforementioned D.o.S. reports. 

     4. Number of individuals who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD 

     5. Identity of those who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD

     6. Resume of those who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD

     7. Country-specific expertise of those who gathered the data employed in this report: NONE CLAIMED, and EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     8. Enrollment in and successful completion of one or more country-specific courses offered at an accredited institution of higher learning by those who gathered the data employed in this report: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     9. Specific methodology employed by those who gathered the data employed in this report: WITHHELD

     10. Availability of those who gathered the data employed in this report for cross examination in a court of law: NO and AS A MATTER OF POLICY D.o.S. EMPLOYEES WILL NOT HONOR A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE   
     11. Claim by those who gathered the data employed in this report that they both sought and gathered all relevant data and that the content of this report constitutes an accurate reflection of all which they gathered: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD     

     12. Number of individuals who authored and edited this report: WITHHELD 

     13. Identity of those who authored and edited this report: WITHHELD

     14. Resume of those who authored and edited this report: WITHHELD

     15. Country-specific expertise of those who authored and edited this report: NONE CLAIMED, and EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     16. Enrollment in and successful completion of one or more country-specific courses offered at an accredited institution of higher learning by those who authored and edited this report: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD

     17. Content of the D.o.S. editorial policy to which those who authored and edited this report were mandated to adhere: WITHHELD

     18. Availability of those who authored and edited this report for cross examination in a court of law: NO and AS A MATTER OF POLICY D.o.S. EMPLOYEES WILL NOT HONOR A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE   

     19. Claim by those who authored and edited this report that its content constitutes an accurate reflection of all which was gathered and presented to them: NONE CLAIMED, AND EMPRICALLY BASED, OBJECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE PROOF EVIDENCING SAME WITHHELD
     20. D.o.S. would have the consumer of this report believe that the totale of all human rights abuses in Somalia can be summed up in 75 paragraphs. If not referenced in this report, the problem does not exist. 

     21. A collection of uncorroborated assertions and conclusions presented on official U.S. government stationary renders them, neither true and correct, nor authoritatively accurate. 

     22. We asked an internationally known and respected country-specific expert what grade they would give this D.o.S. report, product of a student required to conduct a coast-to-coast and boarder-to-boarder human rights assessment of the country at issue. First they laugh then advised that they would not accept it.  

     23. D.o.S. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Reports, Profiles of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports, and Issue Papers are devoid of footnotes, endnotes, and a bibliography rendering them inconsistent with the minimum normative standards of a junior high school term paper.   

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged to fourteen (14) point for ease of review, paragraphs numbered and individual sentences identified by alphabetic superscripts for ease of reference. 
     To order a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
Partial and Comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment are available on four (4) levels:
1. Combs for and illuminates (a) absence of objective and authoritative 

    sources, and (b) presence of uncorroborated assertions.

2. Combs for and illuminates (a) internal inconsistencies, (b) distortions, and 

    (c) significant omissions.  

3. Reconciles specific assertions with multiple, authoritative, non-U.S. 

    Government source data illuminating D.o.S. editorial spin, distortions, and 

    significant omissions.  
4. Combinations of 1, 2, and 3 above.
Internal File: Somalia (March 2000) Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment

                                    PARDS Report-Specific Source 
and Report Reliability Assessment
To order, either a partial, or comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the Somalia (March 2000) Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report , International Religious Freedom Report, its corresponding Country Report on Human Rights Practices, or Issue Paper, and/or benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert call PARDS.

Report-specific Source and Reliability Assessment

I. Introduction 
Paragraph 1

a. Profile content are specifically designed to undermine and explain away 

    the plausibility of most asylum and withholding of removal based claims 

    presented by petitioners emanating from those countries. To accomplish 

    this objective, two themes present as common denominators throughout 

    the series. One is a hyper amplification of the economic disparity between 

    the economies of the U.S. and country at issue, arguing that permanent 

    resettlement is motivated by economic, to the exclusion of any other 

    considerations and secondly, prior to leaving their country, internal 

    relocation (Century 21 Real Estate Agent Option) was and remains a 

    viable remedial option for anyone claiming a fear of persecution if 

    repatriated. In the case of the latter, it is argued that one can successfully 

    evade those whom they allegedly fear merely by moving across the street, 

    around the corner, next village, or hamlet away, or take refuge and live 

    out the balance of their lives in peace and tranquility in some remote 

    abandoned cave, or very tall tree.     

    The identity, qualifications of the authors, together with the U.S. 

    Department of State’s editorial guidelines governing the production of this 

    and other agency publications were withheld, without explanation, from 

    the asylum petitioners, their attorneys, and the courts, the principal 

    consumers of the Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions 

    series. Statements presented, both this and other D.O.S. publications are 

    not offered under oath and neither their authors and editors offer, or are 

    subject to cross examination, either under oath, or otherwise, in a U.S. 

    court of law. 

    The Department of State (D.O.S.) is a political, not an academic 

    institution. D.O.S. publications reflect and are designed to promote the 

    philosophy, objectives, and official policies of the administration in power 

    at the time of their publication. 

    Internationally known and respected experts on Somalia report a 

    familiarity with individual D.O.S. and other U.S. Government officials, 

    either seized upon, assigned to, and/or associated with U.S., or non-U.S. 

    Government entities. They advise that, save for an occasional pre-

    deployment briefings, the D.O.S. does not employ individuals with 

    country-specific expertise. U.S. Government personnel and their 

    dependents are, as a matter of policy, strongly discouraged, and in some 

    cases forbidden from venturing beyond the immediate neighborhood in 

    which they are assigned, or interacting with indigenous populations. 

    Profiles of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports focus upon

    fifty one (51) specific countries, selected by the Immigration and 

    Naturalization Service (INS) due to the unattractive nature of the race, 

    religion, social customs, sociology, and/or the number of their nationals 

    petitioning for permanent resettlement in the U.S. 

    In addition to the above referenced observations, the Profile series is 

    characterized by and the reliability of the uncorroborated assertions 

    presented, are further attenuated due to the profound and immutable 

    absence of foot notes, end notes, and a bibliography, components integral 

    to seventh grade English class term papers. In this regard, the Somalia 

    Profile does fail to conform with the minimally accepted, contemporary 

    standards of a Junior High School term paper.   

     The content of this D.O.S. Profile of Asylum Claims should be considered 

    in the above referenced context.

b. Albeit D.O.S. asserts that the Somalia Profile was, 

          `… written by State Department officers with expertise …,’ 

    one is not an expert or derive expertise by virtue of an employer assigned 

    title, label, or decree. Individuals claiming expertise are subject to peer 

    review, rendering their credentials vulnerable to public scrutiny and 

    verification. By withholding the identities, titles, positions, qualifications 

    and resumes of those who authored, edited, or otherwise contributed to the 

    Somalia Profile, it obstructed objective verification of the `expertise’ 

    alleged and attributable to them. Presented with an uncorroborated 

    assertion in the absence of objective verifiable proof evidencing 

    `expertise,’ there exists neither a logical, nor legitimate basis upon which 

    to predicate a conclusion that those contributing to the Somalia Profile 

    had any country-specific knowledge, let alone expertise, undermining 

    report content in its entirety. 

    D.O.S. also claims to have,

          `… circulated [the Somalia  Profile] for comment within 

           the Department, including to overseas missions, and to 

           other agencies if appropriate.’ 

    It failed to identify how many, let alone which overseas missions and how 

    many agencies, let alone which by name they disseminated the Somalia 

    Profile, and withheld the specific contribution offered by each. If nothing 

    else, the D.O.S. proved itself proficient in concealing the fingerprints of 

    those who contributed to the Somalia Profile and effectively undermined 

    the plausibility of the uncorroborated assertions which it seeks to peddle.

    Underscoring the incomplete and inherently unreliable nature of the 

    Somalia Profile, D.O.S. suggests, 

          `… adjudicators may wish to consult the annual Country 

           Report on Human Rights Practices as well as other 
           available documents on the conditions in Somalia.’

    As with its sister Profiles, D.O.S. utilizes and relies upon significant 

    distortions (spin) and profound omissions (that which it edited out) in an 

    effort to undermine claim plausibility. Adjudicators (asylum officers, 

    immigration judges, members of the Board of Immigration Appeals, and 

    Federal Court judges) are led to conclude that, had petitioner’s concerns 

    any foundation, the Profile would have verified it as such. In the absence 

    of any reference, the reader is invited to conclude petitioner’s repatriation 

    concerns to constitute a fabrication. 

    If the Profile was reliable, it would be accurate, devoid of distortions and 

    omissions. If accurate it would be complete. The fact that D.O.S. refers 

    the reader to other sources, albeit other D.O.S. publications, it should be 

    apparent that the Profile is inaccurate, unreliable, warranting little, if any, 

    weight from the discerning reader.

c.

II. Context and Overview of Recent Developments
     A. Historical Background
Paragraph 2
a. No attribution. Given that the report is dated 2000, in 2008 it is eight (8) 

    years old. Unlike fine wine, D.O.S. publications do not improve (become 

    more accurate) with age.

b. An example of the significant omissions edited out of the Somalia Profile 

    is D.O.S. failure to link any of those targeted and killed, to any of the five 

    (5) protected ground for asylum. 

c. No attribution. No legal rationale given for the intervention, or the 

    resultant consequences of same.

d. No attribution. No rationale, either legal, or otherwise offered for the 

    withdrawal, or the resultant consequences of same.

e. No attribution

f. No attribution

     B. Political Structure
Paragraph 3
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered. Significance relative to asylum 

    and withholding of removal based claims: Political and Social Group 

    Membership.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered. Significance relative to asylum 

    and withholding of removal based claims: Political and Social Group 

    Membership.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered. Significance relative to asylum 

    and withholding of removal based claims: Political and Social Group 

    Membership.

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered. Significance relative to asylum 

    and withholding of removal based claims: Political and Social Group 

    Membership.

e. No attribution. No corroboration offered. Significance relative to asylum 

    and withholding of removal based claims: Political and Social Group 

    Membership.

Paragraph 4
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered. 

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

e. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

f. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

g. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

Paragraph 5
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts the existence of a constitution in 2000, there exists 

    no logical basis upon which to predicate an inference that the mere 

    existence of something means that it is functional, equitable, or 

    universally accepted. D.O.S. does not assert that the constitution 

    guarantees, promotes, or confers rights consistent with those articulated, 

    either in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, or any other 

    internationally known and respected human rights instrument upon the 

    entirety of population, let alone the U.S. constitution. D.O.S. withheld 

    information regarding the content of the constitution. Regarding the 

    parliament, D.O.S. withheld information regarding its composition (ethnic 

    and religious) and activities. D.O.S. asserts the existence of a `functional 

    court system.’ It should be noted that Nazi Germany also had a `functional 

    court system.’ D.O.S. withheld its definition of `functional,’ together with 

    the objective criteria and means employed to discern the degree to which 

    a finding of `functional’ was concluded. D.O.S. also asserts the existence 

    of `regional and municipal authorities.’ It is understood that the efficiency 

    of Nazi Germany was facilitated by the existence of `regional and 

    municipal authorities.’ D.O.S. withheld information quantifying their 

    ethnic and religious composition, together with the specific means, and 

    methods by which the regional and municipalities are known to be 

    operating. Albeit D.O.S. asserts the existence of `a moderately free press,’ 

    it withheld its definition of `moderately’ together with information 

    quantifying the significance and extent of known deficiencies warranting 

    its use of the term `moderately.’ Albeit D.O.S. asserts the existence of a 

    `strong local economy,’ it withheld its definition of `strong,’ together with 

    information quantifying the objective criteria, means, and methods by 

    which it arrived at such a conclusion. D.O.S. does not assert that all ethnic 

    and religious groups benefit equally under the `strong local economy.’ 

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

e. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

Paragraph 6
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

Paragraph 7
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

e. No attribution. No corroboration offered. 

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts,

          ` Unlike in past years, there are no longer reports of the

            use of harsh physical punishments such as stonings or 

            amputations by Shari’a courts.’

     The absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. D.O.S. withheld 

     information quantifying the source of `past reports’ and the means by 

     which it received them. Given the absence of U.S. diplomatic presence, it 

     should be apparent that information regarding stonings and amputations, 

     together with other serious violations of human rights would be more 

     difficult to obtain, if not impossible to verify. It should be apparent that 

     D.O.S. has revealed something less than the total of it knows in its 

     Publications generally, the Somalia Profile in question not excluded and 

     in particular. Assuming, if only for sake of argument that D.O.S. was 

     completely forthcoming in its reportage, it would only report that which it 

     knows. In the context of the Profile in question, D.O.S. has never asserted 

     that it has ever had, either an effective, and/or comprehensive means by 

     which to monitor and note the human rights practices and abuses in 

     Somalia. Albeit D.O.S. references Shari’a it withheld information 

     quantifying its dictates, range, means and frequency of the punishments 

     at the disposal of those who act upon and enforce it in Somalia. D.O.S. 

     does not assert that individuals targeted for, and/or the victim of 

     punishment under Shari’a would not, by virtue of their `crime’ or said 

     punishment, qualify for refugee status, or satisfy the minimum applicable 

     legal standards for asylum, and/or withholding of removal in the U.S.   

f. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

g. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts, 

          ` There is a shortage of qualified judges in Somaliland.’

    D.O.S. withheld its definition of `qualified,’ together with the objective 

    standards, means, and methods employed to discern what constitutes a 

    `qualified judge.’ Although there may be `a shortage of qualified judges,’ 

    D.O.S. fails to identify, either by name, number, percentage, or location, 

    who is and is not qualified. The fact that any may be qualified, does not 

    mean that they are actively serving on the bench, or that those who are, 

    are conducting free, fair, and impartial hearings, not exceeding their 

    authority (D.O.S. withheld information quantifying the authority given 

    Somalian judges) dispensing just decisions, and/or non-abusive, either by 

    Somalian, or western standards.   

h. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

i. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

j. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

     C. Economic Situation
Paragraph 8
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts that,

          `Insecurity, bad weather, and crop-destroying pests has 

            helped worsen the country’s already dire economic 

            situation.’

    This contradicts its previous assertion wherein it claims the existence of 

    strong local economies. 

    In the present quote, D.O.S. sets the foundation for its uncorroborated 

    assertion that the only reason why Somali nationals come to and seek 

    permanent resettlement within the U.S. is for economic, to the exclusion 

    of any other reason. 

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    D.O.S. asserts that,

          `The country’s economic problems caused a serious 

            lack of employment opportunities and led to pockets 

            of malnutrition in Mogadishu and some other 

            communities.’  

     (see Paragraph 8, sentence a above).

     D.O.S. withheld information quantifying the relationship between 

     economics and political, religious, ethnic, racial, and social group based 

     human rights abuses within Somalia, none of which exist in a vacuum 

     independent of the other in any society, not excluding that of Somalia. It 

     should be apparent that the nexus between these factors in a tribally 

     divisive society such as Somalia is immutably profound and intractable.

III. Claims and Other Relevant Conditions  

Paragraph 9
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    D.O.S. withheld information quantifying the number of Somali asylum 

    claims it allegedly reviewed, drawn from or over the course of what 

    period of time, what portion of the claim record was examined, does not 

    claim said examination to have been diligent, their interpretations to have 

    been accurate, reportage complete, and does not deny that the content of 

    the I-589 alone was that which they relied upon for their review. D.O.S. 

    does not acknowledge having reviewed the full record in any single 

    Somalian claim. 

b. D.O.S. is inappropriately exercising its editorial license to minimize the 

    significance of political, ethnic, and religious components of Somalian 

    sociology generally, asylum and withholding of removal based claims in 

    particular, arguing that all petitioner concerns claims are essentially clan 

    based. It should be noted that no internationally known and respected, 

    sociological, or anthropological source, either published, or otherwise, is 

    referenced to serve as justification, or upon which D.O.S predicated their 

    conclusions, or decision to collectively reduce the political, ethnic, and 

    religious components of Somalian society under an overarching 

    sociological classification of social group membership, and that doing so 

    would maintain accuracy, not be misleading, or yield profound 

    misunderstandings regarding the geopolitical tectonics of Somalian 

    society. Editorial decisions to expurgate and simplify content may yield 

    timely completion of the Profile in question, but do little to enhance 

    an accurate and comprehensive understanding of the realities presenting 

    on the ground. In point of fact D.O.S. methodology compromises 

    accuracy and immutably undermines the overall reliability of the Profile. 

    A. Claims Based on Political Opinion
          1. Claims of Past Persecution
Paragraph 10
a. D.O.S. withheld its definition of `small,’ failed to quantify the total 

    number of Somalian claims allegedly examined, or reveal the period 

    which those claims covered, and/or were filed. Therefore, use of the word 

    `small’ means has no significance. 

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered. Merely repeating the same 

    uncorroborated assertion does not make it any more accurate.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered. 

    A diligent examination of the D.O.S. Country Reports, International 

    Religious Freedom Reports, Profiles of Asylum Claims Reports, and 
    Issue Papers series reveal an immutable editorial pattern which, among 
    other things, encourages the identification of small groups whose 
    members are readily detected and excludable from the visa process, and 
    elaboration upon significant human rights and safety concerns affecting 
    them, and omission of specific detailed references to more populous 
    groups whose members not as readily detected through the same visa 
    screening process, likely to present similar, or more profound safety, 
    human rights, and repatriation concerns, and who possess the means to 
    travel to and harbor ambitions of soliciting for permanent resettlement 
    within the U.S. in significant numbers.    

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    This is pure speculation. The absence of evidence is not evidence of its 

    absence. 

          2. U.N. Ties
Paragraph 11
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    As referenced under Paragraph 10, sentence c, D.O.S. editorial policy 

    permits for references to and elaboration upon the safety and human rights 

    concerns of small groups such as those who collaborated with United 

    Nations in-country operations. Should any of the few individuals in this 

    category survive the visa application process and present for permanent 

    resettlement in the U.S. via asylum, D.O.S. recognition of their safety 

    concerns would not constitute a whole sale opening the flood gates to a 

    group of any significant number. In order to pass the giggle test and 

    maintain any measure of credibility, D.O.S. is compelled to recognize 

    and publically acknowledge the existence of some within Somalia as 

    presenting a well founded fear of persecution if repatriated. Such an 

    acknowledgement are exceedingly rare and offered reluctantly if only to 

    maintain credibility with the courts. 

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Decreased from what number or percentage to what number or percentage 

    of the total, covering what period of time? D.O.S. does not specify.

         3. Political Violence
Paragraph 12
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    `Less common’ than what? If, hypothetically, there are 20,000 inter-clan 

    killings, and only 19,999 extrajudicial killings in a given year, than yes, 

    there are fewer extrajudicial killings than victims of inter-clan fighting. 

    D.O.S. assertion on this point is so vague and obtuse on this issue as to 

    have no significance.

d. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    `Generally’ meaning what? 40%, 60%, 90%? While D.O.S. asserts that 

    extrajudicial killings are generally resultant from `conflicts over land and 

    job disputes’ it withheld independently verifiable, authoritatively accurate 

    statistical data proving the absence of a political, ethnic, or religious 

    consideration, either on the part to the perpetrator, or victim, rendering 

    State’s assertion on this point highly suspect, if not inherently unreliable. 

e. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts,

          `There have been no known recent reports of unresolved 

            politically motivated disappearances, although cases 

            might easily have been concealed among the thousands 

            of refugees, displaced persons, and war dead.’

    The absence of evidence is not evidence of its absence. D.O.S. withheld 

    its definitions of `recent,’ `unresolved,’ and `disappearances,’ together 

    with the means and methods by which motivation for disappearances are 

    discerned and verified. D.O.S. infers that in the absence of what it defines 

    and opts to recognize as constituting a `report,’ the phenomena of 

    politically motivated disappearances do not, and/or no longer exist.  

f. No attribution. No corroboration.

   As previously indicated, D.O.S. is extraordinarily selective (exclusionary) 

   regarding the groups which it opts to recognize, discuss, and the degree 

   of specificity it volunteers regarding  their specific safety and human rights 

   concerns. Albeit D.O.S. is aware that kidnappings are not exclusively 

   reserved for relief workers, it omits references to any other group, together 

   with the range of motives invoked by kidnappers for targeting non-relief 

   workers.   

g. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

h. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit, D.O.S. asserts,

          `The overwhelming majority of violence in Somalia is
            linked to either criminal activity, inter-clan rivalry …’
    It withheld the number, percentages, and references to the means by 

    which they came to conclude that the `majority’ of violence was in fact

    `linked to either criminal activity,’ or `inter-clan rivalry.’ D.O.S. does

    not reveal, either by name, position, or employer, the individuals or 

    groups on the ground conducting formal studies on the subject, or to their 

    studies and publications for verification. It should also be noted that 

    D.O.S. does not deny that what it calls `criminal activity’ and `inter-ethnic 

    rivalry’ can not be politically, ethnically, or religiously motivated. In this 

    regard, D.O.S. attempts to mislead the reader into concluding that some 

    unknown number or percentage of victims of crime are targeted for 

    economic, to the exclusion of any other reason. An uncorroborated 

    assertion of this nature involving Somalian society is so patently absurd as 

    to call into legitimate question the Profile itself, and reveal an immutable 

    bias on the part of any party giving its content any weight in the context of 

    discerning the meritorious nature of asylum and withholding of removal 

    based claims. 

Paragraph 13
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

           4. Major Political Organizations
Paragraph 14
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. 

Paragraph 15
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 16
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 17
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 18
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

f. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

g. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 19
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 20
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 21

a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 22
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 23
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 24
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 25
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

Paragraph 26
a. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

b. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

c. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

d. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

e. `… from a[n unnamed] publication from the Swiss Federal Office of 

     Refugee Affairs [publication date withheld].

     B. Claims Based on Race
Paragraph 27
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

c. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts,

          `Some minority tribes may be discriminated against 

           based in part on a different ethnic origin.’

    Language is the life blood of the D.O.S. Its authors and editors of D.O.S. 

    Country Profiles are aware that the minimum applicable legal standard for 

    asylum in the U.S. is `persecution’ not than merely `discrimination.’ Use 

    of the word `discrimination,’ rather than `persecution’ is not resultant 

    from a typographical or editorial error but calculated to mislead the 

    intended consumer of this Profile (asylum officers, immigration judges, 

    members of the Board of Immigration Appeals and federal court judges) 

    to conclude the absence of `persecution’ in inter-clan relations in Somalia. 

    Just as one could assert that hurricane Karina brought heavy rains to New 

    Orleans, but fail to acknowledge the resultant flooding, and still be 

    accurate, D.O.S. asserts the presence of `discrimination’ within Somalian 

    society, while concurrently omitting any reference to the presence of 

    `persecution’ and be accurate, but no less deceptive resultant from their 

    withholding information known to be pertinent in the context of 

    adjudicating asylum and withholding of removal based claims. Similarly, 

    D.O.S. failure to recognize Genocide as defined by Article 2 of the 

    Genocide Convention in Bosnia, Kosovo, and Rwanda, albeit a political 

    decision, did not mean Genocide was not taking place. D.O.S. has a well 

    documented history of manipulating and massaging language in order to 

    achieve its objectives.   

d. 

     C. Claims Based on Nationality

Paragraph 28
a. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts,

          `Given the basically homogenous nature of the 

           population, we have not encountered any recent 

           claims based on nationality in the commonly 

           accepted sense of that word.’

    D.O.S. fails to reference a single source, either internationally known and 

    respected, or otherwise which it relied upon, or which corroborates an 

    assertion that the population of Somalia is `homogenous.’ Given the 

    previous statement by D.O.S. that `clan membership’ is essentially 

    everything in Somalia, superseding politics, ethnicity, and religion, its 

    current assertion of societal homogeneity constitutes a significant internal 

    inconsistency in its reportage on the subject. This speaks to and calls into 

    question the accuracy, overall reliability of the Somalia Profile, and 

    competency and `expertise’ of its authors.  

    D.O.S. withheld its definition of `recent.’ As earlier indicated, the absence 

    of evidence is not evidence of its absence. D.O.S. does not deny that the 

    extent of its review of asylum claims filed by Somalians was not limited 

    to the text contained in their I-589. D.O.S. does not claim to have 

    examined the entirety of all case-specific Somalian asylum claims, claim 

    their review to have been diligent, or the conclusions drawn from their 

    content to have been an honest, objective, or accurate interpretation of all 

    that was in the record, and withheld objective verifiable proof evidencing 

    that in point of fact it was. Absent objective verifiable proof evidencing 

    that D.O.S. reviewed all Somalian asylum claims, that their review of the 

    total case-specific record was in fact diligent, or that their interpretation 

    and reportage regarding their content was accurate and complete, there 

    exists neither a logical, nor legitimate basis upon which to predicate a 

    conclusion that in point of fact it was. Therefore, it the accuracy of the 

    content of D.O.S. Profile for Somalia is inherently suspect, neither 

    warrants, nor will receive any weight by the discerning reader.  

b. No attribution. No corroboration offered.

    Albeit D.O.S. asserts,

          `Nor have we seen any discussion of persecution based 

           on nationality in the literature we reviewed.’

    Absence of evidence is not evidence of its absence. D.O.S. fails to 

    quantify, either the number, or percentage of the total Somalian claims it 

    allegedly reviewed, versus the total number actually filed, or over what 

    specific period of time they were drawn, prior to making the above 

    referenced assertion. The fact that one asserts that they have not `seen any 

    discussion of persecution based on nationality,’ means only that they have 

    not `seen’ it. The fact that they have not `seen’ it, does not mean that in 

    point of fact it does not exist. It should be noted that the author does not 

    claim their review of those Somalian claims actually reviewed to have 

    been diligent. Absent a claim of diligence, together with objective 

    verifiable proof evidencing same, there exists neither a logical, nor 

    legitimate basis upon which one can conclude that in point of fact their 

    review was anything remotely resembling that of diligent.

   Moreover, the author of this D.O.S. Profile failed to quantify what 

   `literature’ they allegedly `reviewed.’ If the D.O.S. had any country-

   specific expert for Somalia on staff, or actually referred a copy of the 

   Somalia Profile to one as they assert in the opening introduction of same, 

   it should be apparent that there would have been no need to `review the 

   literature’ on the above referenced issues. Albeit the author of this Profile 

   claims to have `reviewed the literature,’ they don’t claim it to have been a 

   diligent one and withheld objective verifiable proof evidencing same. 

   Absent objective verifiable proof evidencing such a review, and that it was 

   diligent, there exists neither a logical, nor legitimate basis upon which to 

   predicate a conclusion that in point of fact they did, and/or it was.   
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WARNING: By regulation, D.o.S. Profiles of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports are a part of the record, principal lens, but inherently flawed means by which adjudicators come to understand country conditions, standard by which to assess asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention against Torture claim plausibility and merit. This report contains internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions intended to undermine petitioner credibility, claim plausibility and merit. Underline all claim-relevant statements. Circle or highlight those which constitute a distortion. Compare and contrast claim content with this report noting themes omitted by D.o.S. Any uncorrected deviation between content of a petitioner’s claim and testimony, and this report, provide a basis for claim denial. Internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions are correctable through: (1) a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, (2) internationally known/ respected country experts, and (3) claim-relevant documentation available from PARDS. Font size was increased for ease of review, paragraphs numbered and sentences identified by alphabetic super script for ease of reference, and report-specific outline attached. To obtain and benefit from a report-specific reliability assessment contact PARDS 

