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Introduction

     [1] This profile is provided by the State Department’s Office of Asylum Affairs for use by the Executive Office of Immigration Review and the Immigration and Naturalization Service in assessing asylum claims.a By regulation, the Department of State may provide information on country conditions to help adjudicators assess the accuracy of asylum applicants’ assertions about country conditions and their own experiences;b likely treatment were the applicants to return;c whether persons similarly situated are known to be persecuted;d whether grounds for denial are known to exist;e and other information relevant to determining the status of a refugee under the grounds specified in section 101(a)(42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. f
     [2] Country conditions profiles are produced by the Office of Asylum Affairs under the supervision of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL), formerly the Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs.a They are written by experienced Foreign Service Officers with expertise and service in the relevant area and are circulated for comment within the Department, including to overseas missions, and with other agencies if appropriate.b They are based on a review of asylum applications, reports from US missions abroad and other information available to the Department of State.c Other relevant information published by the Department, incorporated herewith by reference, includes the annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices and the annual World Refugee Report.d Country Reports are designed to report annually on the status of internationally recognized human rights; these profiles, which are updated regularly, provide additional and current information relevant to the specific standards set forth in the INA. e
Overview of Recent Developments

Excerpts from 1994 Country Reports
     [3] To help place this analysis in proper context for adjudicators, excerpts from the introductory paragraphs of the 1994 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices in Eritrea may be useful. a
     [4] Begin Quote: `Eritrea became an independent single-party state in May 1993, following a U.N.-supervised election in which Eritreans voted overwhelmingly for independence from Ethiopia.a President Isaias Afwerki and the Eritrean People‘s Liberation Front (EPLF), renamed in February the People’s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ), remained the dominating political and military force.b The government has been in de facto control of the country since 1991, when EPLF forces decisively defeated the Ethiopian army of then dictator Colonel Mengistu.c At the 1994 Third Party Congress, the president and the EPLF.d PFDJ outlined an ambitious program for establishing a democratic form of government by 1996.e In April the party-controlled National Assembly created a 50-member National Constitution Commission to draft a constitution. f
     [5] `The ELPF armed forces, which in 1992 comprised over 100,000 regulars, continued to serve as the main internal security force in 1994.a There are intelligence components within the Ministry of Defense and Internal Affairs.b The government began in late 1993 to demobilize this force and by the end of 1994 had released over 40,000 persons, some of whom formed the cadre for a new police force.c At the same time, the government began to face a new security threat by the fundamentalist Eritrean Islamic Jihad rebels who attacked Eritrea from base camps in Sudan in December 1993.d President Isaias announced that his soldiers had killed 20 Jihad fighters in the December encounter, and there were several deaths on both sides as a result of additional Jihad forays.e Sporadic terrorist attacks by fundamentalist groups continue, but there has been no notable increase in the number of incidents.f There were no known human rights abuses committed by the military forces. g
     [6] `Approximately 95 percent of the population is engaged in agriculture.a The economy was decimated by years of war, but excellent rains have produced an abundant harvest of four grains.b The commercial (wage) sector is small and largely centered in Asmara, the capital, and the Red Sea ports of Massawa and Assab.c The government continued to provide liberal access to the ports for the now landlocked Ethiopia.d Port fees are an important source of revenue for the government. e
     [7] `The government continued to have strong popular support, and it generally respected human rights.a As in the past 3 years, the government promised eventually to institute a democratic, multiparty political system.b However, it is carefully controlling the political process and allows little opportunity for dissenting voices to be heard in the media.c Although the Eritrean Liberation Front-Revolutionary Council (ELF-RC) complained that the government had excluded it from the constitutional review process, individual members of the ELF-RC and other opposition groups actively participated in the work of the Constitutional Commission. d
     [8] The government’s continuing refusal to recognize the sole human rights organization, the Regional Center for Human Rights and Development, does not bode well for the government’s willingness to tolerate the expression of independent views.a The government continued to detain without charge or trial at least 50 persons for association with radical Islamic political elements or suspected terrorist organizations.b There were reliable reports that local police regularly  picked up private citizens and sometimes held them for long periods without charging them.c The president pardoned 130 (of the remaining 137) persons detained without charge since 1991 for alleged human rights violations during the Mengistu period.’ d
     [9] Prison conditions are generally Spartan but not inhuman.a In May 1994, Eritrean Ministry of Internal Affairs officials permitted American Embassy officers in Asmara to visit prisons as part of our ongoing assessment of human rights practices in Eritrea.b Interviews with prisoners failed to produce complaints of mistreatment, or to reveal evidence of any human rights violations.c During 1994, there were no reports of politically motivated killings, no reports of disappearances, and no reports of torture by security forces. d
     [10] Although many Eritreans who had fled the country inder Mengistu have now returned, the government maintained a restrictive policy concerning the return of up to 400,000 Eritrean refugees from Sudan while it seeks international donor assistance to facilitate organized repatriation.a The government states that some tens of thousands of such refugees have returned spontaneously. b
     [11] When the EPLF assumed power, it summarily expelled Mengistu’s soldiers, administrators, and even many Ethiopian citizens who had lived in Eritrea for decades.a Many of those expelled were Amharas, regarded by most Ethiopians as supporters of Mengistu.b Most of them resettled elsewhere in Ethiopia.c Relations between the two are currently close and cooperative. d
     [12] By any standards, and despite the admittedly slow progress toward true democracy, the human rights situation in Eritrea has improved significantly in contrast with the Mengistu years.a The harsh excesses of the Marxist dictatorship which had lasted fourteen years have now ended, and recent events indicate that the thousands of Eritrean exiles who had fled Mengistu’s brutal rule should now be able to return without reprisals. b
     [13] While the new government is dominated by the EPLF, virtually all Eritreans appear focused on the rebuilding of their war-torn country after a 30-year struggle for independence. a
Claims and Relevant Country Conditions

Claims on Account of Political Opinion

     [14] Because of the sweeping changes that have taken place in Eritrea since the overthrow of the despotic Mengistu regime and the nation’s emergence into genuine independence, we are seeing fewer asylum claims from Eritreans.a Most current claims are based on fears of returning because of alleged past or present support of the ELF.b However, the new government appears to welcome Eritreans who wish to return to their native land, including those known to be members or supporters of the ELF.c We have no definitive evidence to support the allegation sometimes made that the EPLF now punishes those who supported the ELF.d In May, 1992, the head of the ELF United Organization (ELF-UO) encouraged members of exiled opposition parties to return to Eritrea.e In April, 1993, over 400 members of the ELF-UO returned to Eritrea from Saudi Arabia and the Sudan and subsequently participated in the referendum. f
Claims on Account of Ethnicity

     [15] Some claims have been filed by Amharas, many of them former officials of the Mengistu regime, who fled or were expelled from Eritrea after the EPLF’s victory.a As noted above, however, most settled without difficulty in Ethiopia, unless they were senior Mengistu officials the government wishes to prosecute for crimes committed during that era. b
Claims on Account of Religion

     [16] Still fewer claims are based on religion, with most of them alleging religious discrimination of some kind – often from Jehovah’s Witnesses, who under the previous regime were not permitted to practice their faith publicly.a Under the present government, they are allowed full freedom of worship, even though there is lingering hostility between them and members of the population because of their refusal to vote in the referendum or to recognize certain state symbols and functions.b In October, however, a presidential decree barred Jehovah’s Witnesses from government employment, and from possession of business licenses or identification papers – thereby restricting their ability to travel and to engage in other activities.c This step was apparently taken in retaliation for their refusal to participate in the 1993 referendum and in the National Youth Service Program. d
     [17] There is now religious freedom throughout Eritrea, and all denominations and faiths are permitted to practice.a There is no state religion, and no religion is supported over another.b The government is carefully balanced to reflect the virtually even composition of the population between Muslims and Christians and is sensitive to outside efforts to influence this even division. c
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged for ease of review and the paragraphs numbered for ease of reference. Those Department of State reports for which a comprehensive source and statement-by-statement PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment have been prepared contain an alphabetic superscript at the end of each sentence. To order a report-specific PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
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PARDS Report-Specific Source
and Report Reliability Assessment
     To order a comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the D.o.S. Eritrea Country Report on Human Rights Practices (1970s – Present), International Religious Freedom Report (2000 – Present), latest Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert, or obtain claim-relevant documentation call PARDS 1 (609) 497 - 7663.
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WARNING: By regulation, D.o.S. Profiles of Asylum Claims Reports are a part of the record, principal lens, but inherently flawed means by which adjudicators come to understand country conditions, standard by which to assess asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention against Torture claim plausibility and merit. This report contains internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions intended to undermine petitioner credibility, claim plausibility and merit. Underline all claim-relevant statements. Circle or highlight distortions. Compare and contrast claim content with this report noting themes omitted by D.o.S. Any uncorrected deviation between content of petitioner’s claim and testimony, and this report, provide a basis for claim denial. Internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions are correctable through: (1) a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, (2) internationally known/ respected country experts, and (3) claim-relevant documentation available from PARDS. Font size was increased for ease of review, paragraphs numbered and sentences identified by alphabetic super script for ease of reference, and report-specific outline attached.

