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I. Introduction
     [1] Country conditions profiles are produced by the Department of State’s Office of Country Reports and Asylum Affairs for use by the Executive Office of Immigration Review and the Immigration and Naturalization Service in assessing asylum claims.a (FTN 1) They are written by State Department officers with expertise in the relevant area and are circulated for comment within the Department, including to overseas missions, and to other agencies if appropriate.b In addition to this profile, adjudicators should refer to the annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices or other publicly available information on country conditions. c
II. Overview and Recent Developments
     [2] For a description of earlier developments in Belarus, see the Belarus entries in Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1996 and earlier years.a Following the attainment of independence in 1991, Belarus appeared to be off to a slow start in the area of political reform.b In 1994 the electorate approved a new constitution and surprised most observers by electing as President a non-party candidate, Aleksandr Lukashenko, in generally fair elections.c However, the government’s human rights record has worsened markedly since, as Lukashenko steadily amassed power in the executive 

FTN 1. By regulation, the Department of State may provide information on country conditions to help adjudicators assess the accuracy of asylum applicants’ assertions about country conditions and their own experiences; likely treatment were the applicants to return; whether persons similarly situated are known to be prosecuted; whether grounds for denial are known to exist; and other information relevant to determining the status of a refugee under the grounds specific in section 101(a) (42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act.   
branch.d Press censorship has become widespread.e A Parliament elected apparently against his wishes was seated in January 1996, but the President restricted it from carrying out nearly all of its constitutional duties.f Another new constitution, adopted in November 1996 by a referendum considered by most outside observers to have been neither free nor fair, grants the president further sweeping powers.g The new constitution gave Lukashenko authority to create a new legislative body made up mostly of individuals favorable to himself, as well as the sole power to appoint members of the Constitutional Court – the country’s highest judicial body.h The  Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe reacted to these developments by suspending Belarus’ special guest status and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe declined to recognize a delegation of the new legislators. i
     [3] The economic and social conditions facing the population continued to worsen.a The economy is still largely state controlled and it has continued it steady decline since the breakup of the Soviet Union. Only limited, small-scale privatization has occurred.b Most state enterprises have not been restructured, and many are operating at a fraction of their capacity.c Industry and construction employ 40% of the labor force; agriculture employ 20%.d According to official statistics, per capita gross domestic product at the end of 1995 was $1,000, however, actual per capita GDP probably is higher since many economic activities are unreported. e
     [4] Movement back toward authoritarianism has severely restricted freedom of political expression, and the freedom of action of political opponents of President Lukachenko.a Moreover, the state appears frequently to violate the privacy of its citizens and state control of the economy gives the government a broad array of tools to deploy against those it considers its opponents. b
     [5] Significant differences between today’s Belarus and that of the Soviet past, especially in the religious and ethnic spheres, can be noted.a The Republic has adopted laws on freedom of religion and on national minorities and these are generally observed.b However, the Lukachenko regime’s near total control of the political and economic life of the country amounts to a dictatorship.c A new round of repressive measures against member of the opposition, independent media and independent foundations began in March 1997. d
     [6] On April 2, 1996, President Lukachenko and Russian President Yeltsin signed a cooperation treaty of union pledging to bind Russia and Belarus more closely together.a More recently, they have reached agreements facilitating reciprocal travel and residence for citizens of the two countries.b Considerable uncertainty about any concrete effects of these agreements remains.c Cooperation between the two countries on economic and security matters has been close since the Soviet era. d
III. The Most Common Asylum Claims
     [7] Although INS statistics record a comparatively small number of asylum claims from Belarus, the practice of many applicants of listing their nationality as `USSR’ or `Stateless’ results in an understatement of the actual number of asylum candidates who are legal residents of Belarus.a By far the largest single category of applicants consists of individuals identifying themselves as Jewish and asserting past and future mistreatment as a result of anti-Semitism.b There have been a few claims relating to mistreatment on political grounds, including members of the Belarus National Front, the most conspicuous political party opposing the policies of President Lukachenko.c The balance of claims are from individuals asserting that they are Evangelical Christians mistreated because of their religious convictions. d
     A. Based on Political Opinion
     [8] Although a large number of political parties (34 at the end of 1996) are legally registered in Belarus, restrictions on opposition access to the media, on independent sources of information, on freedom of assembly, and government interference in the electoral process itself greatly restricts political expression.a Moreover, in 1996 and 1997 hundreds of individuals were apprehended for periods ranging from hours to much longer in connection with opposition demonstrations.b On the other hand, some demonstrations strongly critical of the government took place without incident.c However, the increasingly authoritarian methods of the government, its continuing control over the economy and its heavy reliance on centralized enforcement agencies suggest that asylum applicants who can demonstrate that they were active and conspicuous opponents of the Lukashenko regime in 1996 could well be targets of reprisals upon return to Belarus. d
     [9] The most prominent political party is the Belarus Popular Front (BPF), sometimes known as the Belarus National Front (BNF), which played a significant role in the transition to independence.a Two of the party’s leaders left the country in July 1996 following what they described as escape from a police roundup of individuals involved in demonstrations in March and April 1996.b After an antigovernment protest in April, police arbitrarily rounded up groups of youths on the streets of Minsk – in all some 100 people were detained for several weeks.c Several other leaders of the Belarus Popular Front were also held during this period, although all were subsequently released.d Two were on hunger strikes for several weeks before release.e The Party, grounded in Belarussian nationalism, opposed measures that gave Russian equal status with Belarusian as a state language, restored the Soviet-era state emblem and flag to official status and changed the national day.f Although subjected to various hostile measures by the authorities, the party remains legal and continues its activities, as illustrated by a series of demonstrations in January 1997 protesting Russian-Belarusian unification.g Other political groups and individuals also continue their efforts to oppose the trend of events in Belarus.h These include the United Civic Party, and the Social Democratic Party, Hramada.i Some student organizations and trade unions are also active in opposition to the government.j Rough crowd control measures and detention were used in February 1997 against participants in Minsk demonstrations not sanctioned by the authorities.k Outspoken and prominent opponents of President Lukachenko were harassed in February and March 1997 by unidentified assailants.l One member of the former Parliament was severely beaten in his apartment entryway.m And an opposition journalist was fired upon through his kitchen window but escaped unharmed. n
     B. Based on Religion
     [10] The great majority of Belarussian believers are adherents of the Russian Orthodox faith.a The authorities have granted tax and other financial advantages to the Russian Orthodox Church, whose preservation and development the President has declared to be a moral necessity.b However, the Government of Belarus generally respects the constitutionally guaranteed right to freedom of religion for adherents of other faiths as well.c (for discussion of religious freedom as it pertains to Jewish believers, see the section on `ethnic affiliation.’) d
          1. Evangelical Christians
     [11] Under the Communists: While Belarus was a part of the Soviet Union, Evangelical Christians were repressed in the same way as were believers of other faiths.a If they were open about their religion, they were usually denied higher education and professional careers.b Evangelical groups, more than most other religious faiths, actively resisted Communism as an ideology in their everyday lives.c For example, parents often refused to allow their children to join the Communist organizations for small children, and more frequently refused to join the Young Communist League (Komosol) for adolescents and young adults.d Refusal to participate in these organizations was generally regarded by the authorities as an act of hostility to the regime and such individuals were often denied educational opportunities above the secondary level and prevented from assuming positions of leadership at work or elsewhere in society.e Evangelicals were not usually denied work in unskilled or semi-skilled occupations. f
     [12] Since Independence: The number of Protestant religious communities has expanded several times over.a Belarussian citizens are permitted to proselytize. Religious rallies are held without interference in concert halls and stadiums.b Bibles and other religious materials are available for sale.c In the first yeas after independence, the government appeared anxious to facilitate the work of such communities.d For instance, the Belarus entry in the Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1992 states that Baptists, in particular, `reported a tolerant attitude toward their work on the part of the Government.e For example, the city of Minsk provided 8 hectares to the local Baptist Church to build a retirement home and medical facility.’f In the intervening years, however, the atmosphere appears to have become less tolerant.g Nevertheless, we have no indication that government authorities have restricted Evangelicals in their freedom of worship.h However, foreign religious workers, as distinguished from Belaruisian believers, face official restrictions.i A July 1995 Cabinet of Ministers directive appeared intended to hamper foreign religious workers’ efforts to proselytize and limit them to providing humanitarian aid only.j Foreign groups not well established in Belarus appear to contend with the most serious difficulties.h For example, the Salvation Army and Hari Krishnas have met with official hostility. i
          2. Roman Catholics
     [13] Roman Catholics constitute the second largest religious denomination in Belarus – perhaps as much as 15% of the population.a The Church has undergone a revival since independence. Scores of Church buildings earlier confiscated by the Communists have been returned.b However a significant minority of these believers are of Polish extraction and the Church is sometimes regarded by authorities as a possible source of foreign subversion.c Many of its priests are foreigners and recent regulations about the activities of foreign religious representatives have restricted the freedom of foreign priests to work in Belarus.d Fifty Polish Catholic priests were reportedly denied registration in 1995 as foreign religious workers.e There were no reports of similar denials in 1996 or early 1997.f According to the new rules, bishops must receive government permission to transfer a foreign priest to another parish, some sense of hostility may occasionally be felt by Roman Catholics in Belarus but we have no records indicating a pattern of mistreatment either by government or non-governmental groups. g
     C. Based on Ethnic Affiliation (`Nationality’)
     [14] The main ethnic groups in Belarus’ population of over 10 million are Belarusians (80%), Russians (13%), and Poles (4%).a Jews account for less than 1% of the population. Among asylum applicants for whom ethnic mistreatment is a major element, in their asylum claims, Jews are by the most numerous.b However, ethnic Russian Polish and Ukrainian inhabitants of Belarus have also occasionally applied for asylum on this basis. c
          1. Russians
     [15] When Belarusian became the official language after independence, some ethnic Russians expressed concern that they would be denied the right to use their native language.a This did not happen. Voters overwhelmingly approved the restoration of Russian to a coequal position in a May 1995 referendum.b Russian remains the predominant working language, and Belarus media reported in 1995 that the majority of first graders would continue to study in the Russian language.c Most of the population, particularly in urban areas speaks Russian at home. (The kinship between these two Eastern Slavic languages is very close).d There is no governmental mistreatment of ethnic Russians and no manifestations of hostility in the society at large.e There is no indication that the professional, educational or economic prospects of ethnic Russians are different from those of other inhabitants of the country because of their ethnicity. f
          2. Jews
     [16] Before the Nazi occupation during World War II, Belarus had the largest concentration of Jewish residents in the Soviet Union.a A 1926 census counted over 400,000 Jews in Belarus, constituting 8.2% of the population.b In particular, the major cities in Minsk, Gomel, Pinsk and Bobruisk, had large Jewish populations.c A huge proportion of the Jews were killed during the Nazi occupation.d The present Jewish community is estimated to number slightly more than 100,000 less than 1% of the present day population. e
     [17] Under the Communist system which prevailed in most of Belarus from 1917 until 1991 (except for the Nazi occupation during World War II) Jews in Belarus were subject to the same harsh treatment as the Jewish inhabitants of the rest of the Soviet Union.a For a discussion of country conditions affecting the Jewish community in this period, see the section on Jews in Russia – Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions prepared by this office. b
     [18] Since independence in 1991, the Jewish community has enjoyed a major increase in religious and cultural freedom.a There are many Jewish cultural organizations.b Synagogues in Gomel and Grodno have been returned to their communities and the local University in Grodno has added a Judaic studies department.c After several years of effort, the Jewish community in the capital of Minsk recently received a more suitable building for its synagogue than it previously had, but failed to reacquire the former main synagogue of Minsk which remains the home of the Russian Drama Theater.d Jewish communities in Brest, Pinsk, Slonim, and Mogliev have each received one synagogue.e (In Gomel all previously owned communal property was returned).f At the same time, some Jewish communities continue to encounter resistance from local officials to their efforts to secure he return of properties or acquisition of new ones for religious use, a problem experienced, though perhaps to a lesser extent, by other religious communities in Belarus.g The Parliament adopted a law on national minorities in late 1992 which, in addition to provisions forbidding discrimination, expressly prohibits officially asking, in written or oral form, about a person’s nationality. h
     [19] Societal anti-Semitism exists.a The Jewish community has been troubled by anti-Semitic articles published in some of the Belarussian press.b In 1993, the Prosecutor of Belarus instituted a criminal case, the outcome of which is unknown, against an open anti-Semitic newspaper for incitement of ethnic hatred.c Nonetheless such materials continue to appear.d A documentary prepared for the opposition Belarus Popular Front.e It appears to have had the imprimatur of government officials.f In 1996 there have been desecration’s of Jewish cemeteries and monuments in Gomel, Borisov, Minsk and other cities.g The editor of a Jewish newspaper was harassed in January 1997.h A 1997 report by the Belarus League of Human Rights stated that anti-Semitism in Belarus was growing and criticized government officials for failing to rake any steps to address the problem.i Jewish residents with close ties abroad, or with visible economic resources, continue, along with non-Jewish residents in similar circumstances, to fall prey to criminal elements. j
     [20] Alleged anti-Semitism of the Belarus Popular Front: Occasionally applicants will cite this organization as responsible for the mistreatment of Jews in Belarus.a It is of course impossible to monitor all of the activities of individual members of any organization, but the Popular Front as an organization does not espouse anti-Semitism.b Against this background, it is ironic that a 1995 film orchestrated by government sources against the BNF suggested that `Zionist’ elements were supporting the party.c
Note on Verifying Jewish Nationality

     [21] (see also section on Documentation issues.) An adjudicator may occasionally have reasons to question an applicant’s claim to be Jewish.a Under the Communist citizens were classified by nationality, which was specified in the internal passport that citizens were required to produce in dealings with educational, housing, civil registry, or economic or other governmental institutions.b Some applicants no longer have these documents as they may in some cases have surrendered them in exchange for passports valid for travel abroad.c In many such instances photocopies are available.d Some applicants who have planned to make an asylum claim in the U.S. often bring other documents, such as birth certificates, in which the nationality of their parents is listed.e In cases where serious doubt and no documents are available in the US, applicants may be able to ask relatives to forward copies of documentation indicating their nationality as viewed by their countries of origin. f
     [22] Applicants not listed as Jewish on their birth certificates may still make valid claims.a In the past, offspring of mixed marriage had the choice of listing the nationality of either parent on their own identity documents, and faced with the possibility of discrimination, often chose to list the non-Jewish nationality.b After two generations, therefore, both parents would be listed in the applicant’s birth certificates as having nationalities other than Jewish.c If the Adjudicator determined nonetheless that the applicant should be considered Jewish, he or she might conclude that the need to hide one’s nationality itself is a factor favoring a positive asylum decision.d On the other hand, an individual who successfully hid his nationality would also be less likely to have experienced discrimination on the basis of it. e
          3. Poles
     [23] Constituting about 4% of the population and located primarily in the Grodno region, Poles constitute the country’s single most distinctive linguistic and religious (Roman Catholic) minority.a We have no reporting of mistreatment of Poles on an ethnic basis, but limitations imposed on the entry of Polish Catholic priests in 1994 may reflect security concerns over any strengthening of ties between ethnic Poles in Belarus and Poland itself. b
     D. Based on Non-Statutory or Mixed Grounds

     [24] Not every example we see of adverse treatment involving a Jewish victim is necessarily an act of anti-Semitism, nor is every case of mistreatment of an Evangelical Church motivated by religious intolerance.a Sometimes the motives are unrelated to the five grounds of the U.S. law;b often they are mixed.c For a variety of reasons, personal interactions in this region of the world seems to involve a higher incidence of threats and acts of violence than is generally encountered in the West.d Determination of motivation may be further complicated by the use of religions, ethnic or other references by the prosecutor, even in cases when these qualities may not be the reason for the mistreatment.e Following are some examples of situations which appear to generate disproportionate hostility, either because of popular sentiment, animosities stemming from the legacy of Communist rule, or cultural biases. f
          1. Foreign Connections
     [25] Perhaps reflecting the many invasions of the country, suspicion of foreigners has long been a prominent feature of life.a Under the Communists, nationalities with suspected foreign allegiances, such as Poles and, especially after the creation of Israel, Jews were regarded as security problems.b The desire to emigrate was regarded as tantamount to treason.c These sentiments persist in many quarters.d In more recent times they are compounded by envy of those who can `bail out’ of a chaotic and economically unsettled situation.e Finally, people with family ties abroad are frequently regarded as privileged in a society where privilege is still widely regarded as immoral. f
          2. Competition for Resources
     [26] Belarusians often live in cramped quarters, some sharing kitchen and bathroom facilities in multifamily, `communal’ apartments.a The scarcities, and the bureaucratic and often capricious methods by which housing space has traditionally been apportioned, lead to considerable rancor.b The possibility that a particular family can be induced to vacate an apartment or part of a communal apartment is enough to increase the pressure on them to do so.c This often affects groups whose members are known to be emigrating in large numbers, but may be motivated primarily by national or religious bias. d
          3. Mistreatment by Criminal Elements

     [27] Gangsters not only target people with money or other assets, criminal groups have apparently found ways through connections with airline or other officials to target people who are planning to travel abroad, knowing that they are likely to have converted personal assets into currency.a
          4. Problems of Entrepreneurs
     [28] Asylum claims include accounts of mistreatment in business, attributed to the nationality, religious views or political views of the individuals concerned.a There has been credible harassment of businessmen by Communist-style bureaucrats who regard private enterprise with hostility.b The problem of honest businessmen have been compounded by the considerable activity of gangsters, known as mafia.c Shakedowns are frequent and the payment of protection money has become commonplace in some areas.d We have seen no indication that any group is targeted by criminals because of its nationality, religion or political views. e
          5. Fear of the Security Services
     [29] The personnel of the internal security apparatus changed little since the Communist era.a Its influence remains strong.b Cooperation between Belarussian and Russian security services remains close.c Adjudicators should look closely at the nature of the claim when fear of Security Services is evoked.d For example, activities suggesting foreign connections might continue to be of interest to security authorities.e There are also instances of mistreatment of political opponents of the government.f In most cases religious practices or ethnic affiliation would not provoke prompt interference by these groups.g Applicants frequently describe efforts by security services to recruit them, especially in connection with their travel to the United States.h Such approaches are consistent with country conditions, but such overtures have been rejected without more than verbal remonstrance from the services concerned. i
IV. Other Considerations for Adjudicators

     A. Factors Promoting Emigration from Belarus

          1. Nationality and Ethnic Reunification
     [30] In addition to the bases provided in asylum law, several other factors prompt residents of Belarus to depart their home country.a Pent-up demand created by decades of government prohibitions of emigration has resulted in large numbers of departures when the restrictions were eased beginning in the late 1980’s. Many Belorusians had been seeking to join relatives or coreligionists in the US., Israel and other Western countries.b In 1990, 25,000 Belarusians emigrated, mainly to Israel.c With worsening economic conditions, population outflows have increased.d The total number of emigrants in 1993 was estimated to be 50,000. e
          2. Health Considerations – Chernobyl
     [31] Although the Chernobyl nuclear power plant is physically located to the south, in Ukraine, a significant amount of the radiation resulting from the 1986 accident fell on Belarus.a The perception that it has been greatly injurious to health is widespread in Belarus, and has been a major factor in the decision of many inhabitants who had ties abroad to leave. b
          3. Economic and Social Problems
     [32] Severe economic changes, including high inflation, rising, if still somewhat hidden, unemployment, and rising crime rates also have an effect.a Life has become particularly difficult for older people, whose pensions have eroded and the quality of whose health care has declined.b The dismantling of the Soviet system has adversely affected the status and material rewards of many vocations.c These include doctors, teachers, researchers and any types of engineers.d Artists, performers, and athletes have faced a similar change in circumstances and, have greater than average possibilities of overcoming language barriero, are emigrating in disproportionate numbers. e
     B. Internal Flight Alternatives
     [33] It seems likely that an individual seeking to escape a locally based persecutor, such as a malevolent government official, or local institution, can move to another part of Belarus.a This does not mean that the individual is free to choose any other locations.b All Belarusians are still officially required to register their places of residence and may not change them without official permission.c The number of residence permits (generally called by their Russian name – Propiska) permitted in Minsk and main provincial centers of Brest, Grodno, Mogliev, Vitebsk and Gomel is limited by the authorities.d We have no indication that there are limits to registration in other parts of Belarus.e However, in practice, many people live and work in areas different from that specified in the `Propiska.’ f
     C. Documentation

     [34] The bureaucratic government of the Soviet Union placed a premium on possession of proper documentation by its citizens.a The Republic of Belarus continues to do so.b As was the case under the Communists, an individual must possess a personal identification document (an `internal passport’), showing his or her place of residence and `nationality,’ blood type, spouse and children and certain other personal information.c Most citizens are in possession also of a `workbook,’ showing their employment history, birth and marriage certificates, and for men, a military service record.d Such documents often must be presented in connection with official actions, such as application to educational institutions, registration of births or marriages, and applications for a foreign travel passport.e Most individuals who departed Belarus with some idea that they might seek to remain in the United States should be able to produce most of these documents.f In the event such documents are not in the possession of the applicant, they can usually be obtained by relatives or acquaintances.g They are useful for determining official `nationality’ (described in the internal passport) and the nationality of parents (specified in birth certificates), Porpiska stamps in internal passports permit verification of place of residence. h
     D. Travel Abroad
     [35] Government regulations on entry and exit require citizens who which to travel abroad to first receive a foreign travel passport and a `global’ exit visa, which is valid for from one to five years.a Once a traveler has these documents, the law does not limit travel and in practice travel has generally been unrestricted.b However, the President threatened in June 1996 that no citizen would be allowed to travel abroad without notifying the authorities.c No regime has been put into place to implement this threat but some individuals in disfavor with the President have reportedly been denied foreign passports.d The US Embassy reports that even these individuals do eventually obtain foreign passports. e  

Appendix: Chronology of Events in Belarus

1990


 
Supreme Soviet (parliamentary) elections under 
                                         the Soviet regime, results in 10% representation for 
                                         the nationalist Belorusian Popular Front.  

May 1990 


A draft constitution proposed, initiating a 
                                         protracted struggle over the relative powers of 
                                         Parliament and a proposed Presidency. 

August 26, 1991

Belarus declares its independence.

January 1994    

Reform-minded parliament chairman Stanislau 
                                         Shushkevich, accused of corruption, is ousted.  

March 1994 

Belarus’s Supreme Soviet (parliament) adopts a 
                                         new constitution providing for a Presidential 
                                         system.

July 10, 1994    

Belarus elects its first President, Aleksandr 
                                         Lukashenko, in what international observers 
                                         generally considered to be a free and fair election.

May 1995 and 
Subsequently     

Parliamentary elections described as `less than free 
                                         and fair’ fail to elect a quorum.

December 1995 

Repeat Parliamentary elections seat enough new 
                                         members for the new legislature to begin 
                                         deliberations in early 1996. 

March 29, 1996  

Belarus and other former Soviet republics sign an 

                                          agreement described by press as equivalent to a 
                                          Customs Union. In the same period 
                                          demonstrations both in favor and opposed to the 
                                          agreement took place in Minsk. 

April 26, 1996  

A demonstration organized to commemorate the 
                                         tenth anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster takes a 
                                         radical turn when protesters clash with police. 200 
                                         people, including several political opponents of the 
                                         regime, are arrested, including one member of 
                                         parliament. Most were released within a few days, 
                                         but several were held for several weeks. Of these 
                                         protesters, two staged hunger strikes before release     

                                         and others, all citizens of Ukraine, were sentenced 
                                         to terms of up to several years.

November 24, 1996 
Referendum on new constitution greatly expanding 
                                          the powers of the Presidency. International 
                                          organizations characterized the vote as `fatally 
                                          flawed.’

November 26, 1996 
President Lukachenko sets up a new parliament

                                         consisting of over 100 members of the existing 

                                         government. 55 members of the existing 
                                         parliament accuse Lukachenko of hand-picking 
                                         members to replace the democratically elected 
                                         ones.

March 1997 

Detentions of anti-Government demonstrators and 
                                         leaders of opposition groups, and pressure Non-
                                         Governmental Organizations accuse of `anti-
                                         Government’ activities, indicate decreasing 
                                         tolerance for political opposition.

     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 
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     A. Factors Promoting Emigration from Belarus

          1. Nationality and Ethnic Reunification
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          2. Health Considerations – Chernobyl
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     D. Travel Abroad
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